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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2107
Responded to:  04 November 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
The 30th November 2023 Chief Constable's Report (available at Chief Constable's report - 30 November 2023 ) notes :
"a relatively small increase in the number of hate incidents being reported" in the aftermath of October 2023.
Please can you provide a breakdown of hate crime statistics that mention islamophobia, anti-muslim racism and antisemitism from 1st October 2023- 1st April 2024.
To provide some general context, Police Scotland defines a hate incident as ‘any incident which is perceived by the victim or any other person to be motivated (wholly or partly) by malice and ill-will towards a social group but which does not constitute a criminal offence.’
Police Scotland defines a hate crime as, ‘any crime which is perceived by the victim or any other person, to be motivated (wholly or partly) by malice and ill-will towards a social group.’
Social groups are identified in accordance with the Lord Advocates guidelines on Aggravations of Offences against Prejudice i.e. race, sexual orientation, religion/faith, disability or transgender identity.

Please note the information provided has been extracted from the interim Vulnerable Persons Database (iVPD). iVPD is the formal means by which Police Scotland record police contact with adults, children and young people who are, or are perceived to be, experiencing some form of adversity and / or situational vulnerability, which may impact on their current or future wellbeing; or where force policy dictates e.g. domestic abuse, hate crime, youth offending or to record details of victim’s rights under Section 8 and 9 of the Victims and Witnesses (Scotland) Act 2014. 
The iVPD is a dynamic database which is constantly being updated and changed. 
“Data within iVPD is subject to a nominal based weeding and retention policy and is not incident based. Nominals on iVPD are categorised according to their Vulnerability Person (VP) Type and a weeding date applied according to that type and weeding rules. These rules are published on the Police Scotland website here: Standard Operating Procedures P-S - Police Scotland. Once all the nominals associated with an incident (Concern Report) are weeded, the Concern Report itself also weeds from iVPD. 
Additionally, it is important to note that more than there can be more than one perpetrator linked to a single recorded crime. 

Please note caveats below the tables.
Table 1: Recorded Religious Hate Crimes (IVPD) – 1 October 2023 – 31 March 2024
	
	2023
	2024

	Category
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar

	Religious Hate Crime
	38
	29
	108
	37
	52
	48


All statistics are provisional and should be treated as management information. All data have been extracted from Police Scotland internal systems and are correct as of 26th August 2025.
The data was extracted using the incident's raised date and extracted from iVPD by selecting religious hate aggravator. 							 The data prior to the 1st April 2024 has been extracted from the Interim Vulnerable Persons Database (iVPD) using the 'incident created' date.				
Please note, the above table is a count of aggravators for religious. Multiple aggravators can be added to the one hate crime.	

Table 2: Reason recorded against Religious Hate Concern Incidents – 1 October 2023 – 31 March 2024

						
	
	2023
	2024

	Religious Hate Reason
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar

	Appearance (Clothing, football colours etc)
	3
	4
	2
	2
	0
	3

	Catholic
	21
	13
	20
	8
	27
	17

	Hindu
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Jewish
	20
	19
	10
	4
	12
	9

	Muslim
	17
	17
	41
	28
	25
	19

	Other
	5
	9
	4
	5
	2
	8

	Other Christian
	0
	1
	0
	4
	2
	2

	Protestant
	9
	6
	8
	5
	9
	7

	Sikh
	1
	0
	0
	2
	1
	1


All statistics are provisional and should be treated as management information. All data have been extracted from Police Scotland internal systems and are correct as at 26th October 2024.						
The data was extracted using the incident's raised date and extracted from iVPD by selecting religious hate concern incident nominals.  Please note, more than one religious hate reason can be attributed to the religious hate concern incident nominal.	
As there can be multiple hate reasons attributed to a hate concern incident nominal, the total number of hate reasons will not reflect the number of unique hate concern incident nominals.						
Police Scotland does not retain any information for statistical purposes once a record has been weeded from iVPD.  When a record is weeded, it is removed from the system, and there is no retention of data outside the weeding and retention policy.  Please note, the weeding and retention policy states that if a person is recorded as "no concern / not applicable" then this will only be retained for 6 months.				
Please note that these data are collated from the Police Scotland iVPD system, which has an automated weeding and retention policy built on to it. A copy of the retention policy is available on the Police Scotland internet site https://www.scotland.police.uk/spa-media/nhobty5i/record-retention-sop.docx 	
Please then break this down by date, Geographic location and crime type.	
As the data has been extracted from iVPD, where the crime type is recorded as hate crime with an aggravator, a manual review of each report would be required to provide the specific crime type. I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
I can, however, provide the geographic location, as per the Police Division recorded against the incident. 
Table 3: Religious hate concern incidents by division
	Division
	Religious Hate Concern Incidents

	North East
	16

	Forth Valley
	18

	Tayside
	3

	Edinburgh
	109

	Greater Glasgow
	160

	The Lothians and Scottish Borders
	25

	Renfrewshire and Inverclyde
	14

	Argyll and West Dunbartonshire
	9

	Highland and Islands
	10

	Fife
	15

	Lanarkshire
	21

	Ayrshire
	26

	Dumfries and Galloway
	7


					
Please also detail where these related to Operation Tarlac and/or policing of Palestine solidarity protests (IE the use of Hate Crime Law to police activity at protests).
Operation Tarlac was designed to enhance support for local policing efforts, deliver consistencies in policing response and align with existing counter-terrorism frameworks to ensure public safety and community cohesion.  
As you will be aware, Freedom of Information legislation provides a right of access to recorded information only and in that regard, I can advise you that there is no set list of data types being collated and stored by Police Scotland.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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