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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-1952
Responded to:  24th September 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
Please supply the following information under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 for the period August 2021 to May 2025:
1. Number of hate crime reports recorded under the Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Act 2021, broken down by category (e.g., race, religion, sexual orientation, disability, sex).
1. Number of resulting charges, warnings, or supportive interventions recorded per category.
The Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Act came into force on 1 April 2024 and marked a change in the recording of hate crimes by Police Scotland.
 Since April 2024, data has been recorded on the national Unifi crime system, with earlier data being recorded on the Interim Vulnerable Persons Database (iVPD).
As such, data for the two time periods cannot be compared.
The tables below detail recorded and detected hate crimes for the period 1st of August 2021 to 31st of March 2024, inclusive. 
‘Detected’ crimes are those where an accused has been identified and there exists a sufficiency of evidence under Scots Law to justify consideration of criminal proceedings.
	Recorded Crimes by Protected Characteristic
	2021
	2022
	2023
	2024

	Racial
	1,783
	3,838
	3,938
	897

	Religious
	182
	490
	477
	137

	Transgender
	88
	164
	180
	30

	Gender/ Sexual Orientation
	796
	1,718
	1,505
	327

	Disability 
	221
	599
	640
	135



	Detected Crimes by Protected Characteristic
	2021
	2022
	2023
	2024

	Racial
	1,160
	2,389
	2,223
	413

	Religious
	115
	330
	262
	59

	Transgender
	48
	86
	71
	13

	Gender/ Sexual Orientation
	596
	1,252
	1,094
	212

	Disability 
	166
	410
	460
	84


All statistics are provisional and should be treated as management information. 
Data was extracted from Police Scotland systems and are correct as of 25 August 2025.
As there can be multiple aggravators attached to a hate crime, the total number of aggravators will not reflect the number of unique hate crimes.
Data was collated from iVPD which has an automated weeding/ retention policy built in. 

The tables below detail recorded and detected hate crimes for the period 1st of April 2024 to 31st of July 2025, inclusive:
	Recorded Crimes by Protected Characteristic
	2024
	2025

	Racial
	4,211
	2,626

	Religious
	471
	295

	Transgender
	152
	86

	Gender/ Sexual Orientation
	1,627
	987

	Variation in Sexual Characteristics
	11
	5

	Disability 
	831
	594

	Age 
	55
	85











	Detected Crimes by Protected Characteristic
	2024
	2025

	Racial
	2,659
	1,631

	Religious
	286
	191

	Transgender
	65
	45

	Gender/ Sexual Orientation
	1,295
	798

	Variation in Sexual Characteristics
	2
	1

	Disability 
	661
	444

	Age 
	38
	38








All statistics are provisional and should be treated as management information. 
Data was extracted from Police Scotland systems and are correct as of 25 August 2025.
As there can be multiple aggravators attached to a hate crime, the total number of aggravators will not reflect the number of unique hate crimes.

1. Any available demographic analysis of reporters or alleged offenders (while respecting GDPR) [please provide age, gender, religion, sexual orientation and disability].
Unfortunately, I regret to inform you that I estimate it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request. I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
By way of explanation, the way in which hate crimes are recorded changed in April 2024.
Therefore, the demographics for both data sets have not been recorded nor reported in a consistent format which would allow for meaningful comparison. 
Given the significant volume of reports for the nearly four-year period specified, such an exercise would far exceed the cost limit set out in the Fees Regulations.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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