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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2557
Responded to:  11th September 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
This FOI request is in relation to the publication of the N Division Scrutiny Report for the Highland 01 April 2024 – 31 March 2025 [.]
Within the report, a paragraph reads: "The Division has also been affected by the presence of Eastern European organised crime groups establishing large-scale Cannabis farms in disused properties. This activity encompasses other areas of criminality such as human trafficking, violence, and extortion. We rely on local information to target buildings being used for this activity and to take appropriate action."
Could you please answer the following questions in relation to this? 
1. How many cannabis farms were found/dismantled by police in this period (01 April 2024 – 31 March 2025) in the Highlands?
Five cannabis farms were found/ dismantled by Police Scotland between 1st of April 2024 and 31st of March 2025 in the Highlands.
Furthermore, although outside the scope of your request, we can confirm two further cannabis farms were found on 11th of June 2025 – one in Wick, and one in Dingwall.

1. How does that compare to the previous five years?
Unfortunately, I regret to inform you that I estimate it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
By way of explanation, I can advise that we are unable to automatically extract the level of detail requested – i.e. comparative crime trend data. 
Therefore, the only way to provide an accurate response would be to conduct a manual case-by-case review of every relevant crime report to allow for comparison. 
Given the number of reports that would be required to be read through for the one-year period specified, this exercise would far exceed the cost limit set out in the Fees Regulations. 

1. Can you please provide the location for the cannabis farms dismantled in the past year (01 April 2024 – 31 March 2025) in the Highlands? 
For example: Inverness: 5 farms, Ullapool 2 farms
Ardvasar: 1 farm (large scale)
Inverness: 1 farm (1 plant)
Lairg: 1 farm (2 plants)
Poolewe: 1 farm (1 plant)
Spean Bridge: 1 farm (large scale)

1. How many people were arrested for offences related to the operation of cannabis farms in the Highlands during this period? 
1. What were the nationalities of the people arrested? 
Four people were arrested for offences related to the cannabis farms in the Highlands during that period – two were British, one was Albanian, and one was South African. 

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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