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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2594
Responded to:  07 January 2026


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
1. What is your current policy regarding the publication of details for upcoming police misconduct hearings?
Police Conduct Hearings are governed by the Police Service of Scotland (Conduct) Regulations 2014, which stipulate (Regulation 20) that, subject to limited exceptions, misconduct proceedings are to be held in private.  In accordance with the Regulations, upcoming police misconduct hearings are not publicised.

•     Specifically, when are these details made available on your website?
•     How long are they retained and publicly accessible prior to the hearing?
The information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act applies.
As stated above, details of upcoming misconduct hearings are not publicised. 

2. Following the conclusion of a misconduct hearing:
· When is the outcome published on your website?
· How long is the outcome retained in a publicly accessible format?
· What are the reasons and criteria for withdrawing this information from public view?
· At what point is the information removed from a format that is searchable by the public?
3. For each of the following reporting years: 2020–2021,  2021–2022,   2022-2023, 2023–2024, 2024–2025 please provide the number of misconduct outcomes in which the name of the police officer involved was published and the number of misconduct hearings where misconduct was found. 
The information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act applies.
As previously stated, misconduct proceedings are held in private and individual outcomes or the names of subject officers are not published on Police Scotland’s website. 
However, while individual outcomes are not routinely published, Police Scotland reports on conduct matters on a regular basis to the Scottish Police Authority. 
As part of that report, we publicly disclose the number of proceedings (hearings and meetings), along with disposals, on a quarterly basis to the SPA Complaints and Conduct Committee - relevant statistics can be found on page 13:
https://www.spa.police.uk/spa-media/3yzprljg/item-3-ps-performance-report.pdf

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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