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4.0  Executive Summary 
 
 

• With the exception of prostitution the reporting of sexual crimes has 
increased over the past five year. 

 
• Following a substantial increase in 2016/2016 the % of historic crimes being 

reported as levelled to around 26% of all sexual crime for each year. 
 

• Incidents linked to Domestic Abuse are increasing year on year, due to 
improved investigations when dealing with a domestic abuse victim. 
 

• Crimes linked to Cybercrime are increasing due to increased use of social 
media. 

 
• The City Centre of Edinburgh (CE) has by far the most incidents in Edinburgh 

and has seen the greatest increase. This is linked to the high number of 
licensed premises in the area.  
 

• Peak Months for offences are June, August and September and at the 
weekends. 

 
• The victims are usually white European females and 29% are aged between 

17 to 24 years of age. 
 

• The offenders are usually white European males and 23% are aged between 
25 to 34 years of age. 
 

• The reporting of Sexual assaults on females aged over 16+ is increasing and 
vast majority are occurring in the City Centre. 

• Communicating Indecently (SOSA 2009) & Communications Act 2003 (sexual) 
are increasing due to the developments in social media and include offences 
occurring in schools. 

 
• There was a substantial increase in the number of Grooming of Children 

offences in 2017-2018.  
  

 
• Threatening/Disclosure of intimate image are new crimes and are likely to 

increase over the next few years. 
 

 

S35(1)(a)&(b)





OFFICIAL  

                                                            OFFICIAL 
 Page 6 of 35 

 
 
The chart above shows the split for each Crime Type. Rape, Indecent/Sexual Assaults 
and other Group 2 Crimes have seen a steady increase since 2012 with a peak in 
2015/2016. This peak is mainly due to  

 
 
Prostitution related offences are the only category that has seen a decrease.  

 

 
Due to the nature of the crime and the impact on the victim, the reporting of sexual 
offences can often be days, weeks, months or even years after the offence. The chart 
below shows the split between the historic and current reporting by year. It can be 
seen that there was a spike of historic reporting in 2015/2016 which matches the 
spike in the overall crime figures. 
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The formation of Police Scotland in April 2013 resulted in a new approach to 
domestic abuse with separate units being formed in each Division and a focused 
approach to repeat offenders.  

 
 
 

 
Child Abuse 
 
The number of sexual crimes linked to child abuse has fluctuated over the past five 
years.  The figure for 2017/2018 is 12 crimes (10.5%) below the five year average. 
 
This type of crime can often fluctuate as it can be influenced by various external 
sources such as media reporting and education in schools. Following the increases in 
2014 to 2016 it has settled to a level seen prior to these years.  

 
 

 
Cybercrime 
 
The use of this aggravator was introduced in 2016 to make it easier to identify crimes 
that used a computer or the internet via a phone to commit the crime. It can be seen 
that over the last two years there has been an increase in this type of crime of 
27.3%. 
 
There are other aggravators that can be applied to Sexual Crimes. These will be 
highlighted in the second section of this report if they are relevant. 
 
 
9.0  Location 
 
The locations of sexual crimes can be split into three different categories: 
 

• Location by area of Edinburgh using Police/Council Boundaries 
 

• Whether the crime occurred in a Private or Public Space 
 

• Type of location e.g. Flat, Nightclub, Park 
 
Due to the size of Edinburgh the analysis in this section has been broken down into 
the four Sub Divisions and their Sections.  
 
The area is split in to four areas and there are noticeable variations in the 
populations in the areas: North West (28.8%), North East (22.5%), South East (25.7%) 
and South West (23.0%).  
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greatest population. There is an increasing trend in this area with four rapes 
recorded in 2018-2019. 
 
In 2017-2018 the vast majority of the domestic rapes (48) occurred in home address 
of either the victim or perpetrator.  

 

 
The MO for domestic rapes where known is either the offender refuses to stop when 
asked after initial consensual activity (7), the offender initiates sex whilst the victim 
is asleep (12) or the offender attacks the victim (23). Alcohol and Drugs were only a 
factor in three of the crimes. 
 
There were peaks in reporting of domestic rapes in April (7), May (6) and August (6) 
in 2017-2018. There is no apparent reason for this increase and it is not reflected in 
the 2018-2019 figures.  From the data recorded it was only possible to identify the 
day of the week for 63% of the crimes. This showed that Sat (6) and Sun (7) were the 
peak days.  Likewise it was only possible to identify the time period on 55% of the 
crimes. Of these the crimes were spread evenly across Afternoon (8), Evening (9) and 
Night (8)  
 
In 2017-2018 all but one of the 51 victims were female. The ages ranged from 13 to 
48, with the 17-24 yrs age group reporting 45% (23) crimes.   
 
The perpetrators ages ranged from 14 to 68 with 17-24 yrs age group an 
accused/named suspect for 33.3% (17) crimes.  

  
 

 
 

 
Child Abuse 
 
Rape linked to child abuse is a relatively rare event.  
 
In 2017-2018 there were seven crimes recorded involving children aged 2 to 15. Six 
of the accused/named suspects are in the 17-24 yrs age group.  
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Other Rapes 
 
There were 70 other rapes recorded in 2017-2018 and 15 crimes in 2018-2019 YTD 
compared to 21 in the PYTD a decrease of 28.5%.  
 
Edinburgh South East (EC) recorded 24 crimes in 2017-2018 with the majority of 
crimes located in either the City Centre (CE) (10) or Southside Newington (SN) (7). 

 
 These areas are also reflected in the 

2018-2019 figures. 
 
There were also high numbers in Edinburgh North East (ED) with seven crimes in 
Leith (NL) and six in Leith Walk (NW).  

 
 
The locus for other rapes for 2017-2018 is more varied than in rapes linked to 
domestic abuse. Of the 70 rapes, 80% occurred in private residential locations and 
this split continues into 2018-2019. 
 

 
 

 
Rapes in public places accounted for 20% of the other rapes in 2017-2018. The loci 
ranged from alleyways, footpaths, parks and businesses and were spread across the 
whole division with no identifiable hotspot. 
 
The MO for other rapes is more varied but can be placed into the following 
categories based on the relationship between the victim and offender: 
 

• Victim meets offender for the first time that night  
• Victim knows offender as a friend, flat mate, neighbour or colleague 
• Victim is assaulted by a complete Stranger. 

 
Victim meets offender for the first time that night accounts for 38.5% (27) crimes.   
The victim is usually out with a group of friends either at a pub, nightclub or a private 
party, she/he meets the accused/suspect, spends sometime with them, splits with 
her friends and leaves the premises with the perpetrator to go back to a hotel or 
private accommodation or is assaulted at the party. 
 
The peak months were April (8), June (9) and August (8) and the peak days for these 
types of rapes were the Saturday & Sunday during the night. 
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Alcohol was noted as an aggravator in 16 of the 27 crimes with the victim’s 
vulnerability increasing as a result, affecting their judgement on whether they should 

  
The majority of the victims were aged 17-24 years of age and have an EA code of 
White European. Eight of the victims gave their occupation as student.  
 
The majority of accused/suspects were also in this age group. Whilst they mainly 
have an EA code of White European there were also  

 
 

Victim knows offender as a friend, flat mate, neighbour or colleague also accounts 
for 38.5% (27) crimes in 2017-2018.  
 
The victim is usually been in a social situation with the offender either on their own 
or in a group of friends at a private residential location. Alcohol was noted as a factor 
in 10 of the crimes.  
 
There is a wider range of ages for the victims from 13 to 62. Often the offenders are 
friends who decide that they would like to have sex which is not reciprocated.  

 
 
The offenders are mainly in the 17 to 24 yrs group who are assaulting females aged 
13 to 16. 
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In 2017-2018 there were 11 (15%) stranger rapes reported.  Five occurred in 
Edinburgh South East (EC) and four in Edinburgh North East (ED). 
 
Females aged between 18 and 44 were targeted and the majority were walking 
home in the night. Alcohol or Drugs was a factor for five of the victims.  

 
.  

 
There have been no stranger rape recorded in 2018-2019.  
 
 
15.0 Indecent/Sexual Assault 
 
This category on the Crime Bulletins covers three types of offences Sexual Assault 
(SOSA 2009), Sexual Assault (pre-SOSA 2009) and Lewd & Libidinous practices. This 
section only looks at Sexual Assault (SOSA 2009) as the other two offences relate to 
historic offences committed prior to 2009. 
 
Sexual Assault (SOSA 2009) are the largest category of offences under the Sexual 
Crime Group.  
 
The range of offences include Sexual Assault, Sexual Assault by Penetration, Sexual 
Coercion and Causing to Participate in Sexual Activity. 
 
The number of Sexual Assault (SOSA 2009) offences increased year on year from 186 
in 2012-2013 to 247 in 2015-2016. Since then the numbers have plateaued at around 
250 a year.  The 2017-2018 figures is 257 which is 18.2% above the 5yr average of 
217.4. 
 
The trend for 2018/2019 suggests that the number of Sexual Assault (SOSA 2009) 
offences has started to increase again as there has already been 75 crimes recorded 
in the first 3 months of the year. 
 
Edinburgh South East (EC) recorded 141 crimes in 2017-2018 with over 70% 
occurring in the City Centre (CE) (99). The other three sub divisions recorded 
between 30-44 crimes each. This type of crime is more likely to occur in a Public 
Space (58%) than in private which is why there are so many recorded in the City 
Centre.  
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In 2017-2018 the number of crimes were spread across the year with the only 
noticeable peak being in September (28). The peak days of the week are the 
weekends which account for around 65% of the crimes. It is possible to identify the 
time of day for 199 of the crimes. This shows that 44% (86) occur during the night 
hours.  Alcohol/drugs was noted as an aggravator in 26.5% (68) of the crimes. 
 
Overall, 88% (226) of the victims are female and are either 17-24 yrs (87) or 25-34 
yrs (62). A further 40 were aged 8 to 16 yrs.  The split in the age range was slightly 
different for the male victims with the highest number in the 25-34 yrs (10).  The 
ages for the victims in 2018-2019 follow the same age ranges. 
 
The victim’s occupation has not always been recorded. From the information 
available, School Pupils and Students report around 30% of the crimes. 
 
This type of offence is more likely to be committed by a person unknown to the 
victim which is reflected in the data with 55% of the crimes involving strangers. Due 
to this there is far less information available for the offenders of these crimes with 
only 163 (63%) having an Accused or Named Suspect. 
 
Form the information available, they were all male and the age ranges are more 
evenly spread. Whilst the peak age is 25-34 yrs (46), there was also 33 offenders 
aged 17 to 24 and 27 offenders aged 45 to 54 yrs.  The vast majority are White 
European but there were also persons of Asians (11), Afro Caribbean (10) and 
Arabian (4) ethnicities.  
 
Sexual assaults on females aged 16+ is the highest recorded crime in this category 
accounting for 63% (173) in 2017-2018 and 53% (40) in 2018-2019. 
 
Sexual assaults on females aged 16+ 
 
In 2017, following the arrest of a high profile male in America for sexual harassment  
in the work place,  a worldwide “Me Too” campaign spread across the internet via 
various media outlets. This gave prominence to amount of sexual harassment 
especially in the workplace and the types of assaults that were taking place.  

 

 
The MO for this type of assault is touching/grabbing the female victim’s breasts, 
buttocks and private parts or kissing them. 
 
The aggravator for Domestic Abuse was only applied to 9 of the 173 assaults so will 
not be looked at separately.  
 
In 2017-2018 67% (116) of these offences occurred in public spaces and involved 
strangers (89).  
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Edinburgh South East (EC) recorded 110 crimes in 2017-2018 with over 78% 
occurring in the City Centre (CE) (86). The other three sub divisions recorded 
between 15-28 crimes so the analysis will focus on the City Centre area. 

                                                                         
The locations in City Centre (CE) fall into 
six main categories. Almost half of the 
crimes occur in Sport and Leisure 
Premises. This category includes Cafes, 
Night Clubs and Public Houses. 
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Almost all the 86 victims fell into two age ranges 17 to 24 yrs (39) and 25 to 34 yrs 
(35). Fourteen (16.3%) were students and alcohol/drugs was shown as an aggravator 
on 66% (57) of the crimes. There was a high proportion of stranger attacks with 78% 
(67) being not known to their victim. 
 
There is limited data on the Accused/Named Suspect on 44 of the crimes. This shows 
that they are all male and 19 of the offenders were aged 25-34. The majority are 
White European (31) but there are also five Asian and three Arabian EA Codes. 
 
 
All Other Sexual Assaults (excluding Sexual assaults on females aged 16+) 
 
Sexual Assault 
 
There were a further 46 sexual assaults reported in 2017-2018 which were split 
evenly between the gender of the victim. 
 
Fifteen of the 23 female victims were aged 13-15 the remainder being under 13.  The 
majority knew the offender/suspect either as Known To (11), Boyfriend (3) or Family 
Member (3). There were six incidents involving strangers. 
 
Ten of the assaults occurred in private locations  
with the majority of the offenders being older males that the victim knew in some 
capacity. 
 

 
 
 

  
 
The remaining assaults occurred in on either roadways or in parks with the victim 
been grabbed and touched by the offender. 
 
The male victims include 15 over the age of 16 and eight victims under the age of 16. 
 
All but two of the assaults on males over the age of 16 occurred in public spaces. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

S38(1)(b)

S38(1)(b)

S35(1)(a)&(b)

S38(1)(b)



OFFICIAL  

                                                            OFFICIAL 
 Page 25 of 35 

The victims were all aged between 16 and 59 with seven in the 25-34 yrs range. The 
offender was either known to them or a stranger. 
 
The eight victims under the age of 16 either knew the offender in some way or they 
were a family member.  

 
 
 Sexual Assault by Penetration 
 
There were 34 offences of sexual assault by penetration. The majority of the victims 
were female aged 16 or over (19).   
 
All but four of the 34 crimes occurred in private locations. Eight were linked to 
domestic abuse and three of these offences occurred whilst the victim was asleep. 
 
Eight of the offences were linked to child abuse and the victim either knew the 
offender or they were a family member.  
 
Of the remainder, four of the victims were asleep and three were too drunk to give 
consent.  Several of the victims had met the offender that evening whilst out.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Sexual Coercion/ Causing to Participate in Sexual Activity. 
 
There were only four offences recorded   
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16.0 Prostitution related Crime 
 
Prostitution related Crime includes offences for Brothel Keeping, Human Trafficking 
for Prostitution and Soliciting Services of Prostitute. 
 
Over the past five years the number of crimes recorded has decreased from 100 in 
2012-2013 to 17 in 2017-18 and there have been two crimes recorded in 2018/2019. 
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There have been seven warrants executed in 2018/2019, again the accused are all 
older males.  

 
 
The remaining 13 crimes in 2017-2018 were identified as follows: 
 

 

 
Communicating Indecently (SOSA 2009) & Communications Act 2003 (sexual) 
 
Whilst the above crimes are still recorded separately on the Monthly Crime Statistics 
Bulletins, they are a similar type of crime so have been grouped together for this 
report. 
 
Over the past five years the number of crimes recorded has been steadily increasing.  
There was 110 crimes recorded in 2017-2018 which is 30.36% increase on the 5 year 
average of 84.4. There have been 18 crimes recorded in 2018-2019 so the total 
number for the year is likely to be nearer to the five year average.  
 
The crimes fall into two different types of behaviour where explicit words are used 
either the offender approaches the victim and speaks to them face to face or on the 
phone or they are in contact with the victim via the internet, texts or letter and 
sends indecent communications.  
 
In recent years, the latter type of crime has become more prevalent with the 
developments in Social Media. 
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Direct Contact with Victim 
 
In 2017-2018 45 (41%) of the crimes involved the offender approaching the victim 
directly.  
 
Eleven of these crimes involved the offender making an obscene phone call,  

 Whilst the victims are likely to be 
randomly chosen, calls were received by a  

. There have been no obscene call crimes reported in 
2018-2019. 
 
The remaining 33 crimes all occurred in public places and the majority involve 
strangers.  The offender generally shouts out to the victim either inappropriate 
comments relating to the victim’s body or requests the victim to complete a sexual 
act.  
 
There were two hotspot areas CE-City Centre and PW- Sighthill/Gorgie which both 
had eight crimes.  

 
 
The victims are generally female aged between 17-34 yrs of age.  

 
All the offenders/names accused are male and are generally slightly 

older. 
 
In 2018-2019 there have been only six crimes recorded.  

 

 
 
Contact via Internet, Texts or Letter 
 
The increasing use of Social Media will make sending explicit communications more 
common. Often there are other crimes linked to this crime involving images also 
being sent.  
 

 
 

 
 
Of the 65 crimes in 2017-2018,  
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. The offenders 

were again male aged 17 to 71. In 2018-2019 there have been two crimes reported 
in this manner. 
 
The remaining 44 crimes were reported by either the victim or after a third party has 
seen the details.    
 
Domestic Abuse aggravator was applied to eight of the crimes. The crimes usually 
occurred after the couples had split up. All the offenders were male and the majority 
were in their twenties.  
 
There is a noticeable peak in the age split in the victims for the remaining 36 crimes. 
Of these there are 21 females and 3 males in the age 8 to 16 yrs group.  
 
They have all received messages on various Social Media sites including  

. The victims in this age group only knew seven 
of the offenders.  

  
 

 
 

 
 
So far in 2018-2019 there have been far fewer incidents involving this age group. 
 
 

 
Sexual exposure (SOSA 2009) & Public Indecency (common law) 
 
Whilst the above crimes are still recorded separately on the Monthly Crime Statistics 
Bulletins, they are a similar type of crime so have been grouped together for this 
report. 
 
Over the past five years the number of crimes recorded has been steadily 
decreasing. There was 62 crimes recorded in 2017-2018 which is 34.6% decrease on 
the 5 year average of 94.8. 
 
This crime usually occurs in a public place 82% (51) and involves males exposing their 
genitals. The area with the most reported offences was Edinburgh South East (EC) 
with 30 crimes with the majority occurring in CE – City Centre (21).  

 The other subdivisions all had either 10 or 11 
crimes each. 
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The crimes are spread across the year  
 
 

  
 
Public Indecencies are usually reported with the PF as the complainer as no actual 
victim has been identified. The majority of victims for Sexual exposure were female 
but there are 11 male victims.  The ages ranged from . 
 
There have already been 32 crimes recorded 2018-2019.  

 
 
 
Other sexual crimes (SOSA 2009) 
 
This section covers a range of crimes that are either involving Consensual Sexual 
Activity, Sexual Abuse of Trust or Voyeurism. 
 
The number of crimes in this group has grown steadily from 30 in 2012-2013 to 132 
in 2017-2018 which is 90.2% above the five year average. The current year has had 
45 crimes recorded so far so is likely to be above last year’s figure.  
 
The three main crimes are being coerced into being present at sexual activity (52), 
looking at a sexual images (50) and Voyeurism (25). 
 
Being present at sexual activity 
 
This crime usually takes place in a public place (42 crimes) and involves a person 
seeing the offender masturbating or two offenders involved in sexual activity. 
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The crimes are generally committed in the afternoons (13) or evenings (17). 
 
The victims tend to come across the offender rather than being sought out by them 
so their details are not so relevant. The offenders, where known, are male and 
usually aged between 35-44 years.  
 
 
Looking at a sexual images 
 
These crimes either involve the victim receiving unsolicited images on Social Media 
or Phone or being shown images by the offender in person. 
 
The majority of the offences occur in private spaces, but 13 occurred in public 
spaces.  
 

 
 
 

 

 
Voyeurism 
 
These crimes include observing people when they are usually undressed, setting up 
recording devices to record other people or recording images using Webcams 
without the knowledge of the victim. 
 
With the development of the internet, more of these crimes are now web based and 
happened in private spaces. Of the 25 crimes, six were committed in a public space 
mainly in the City Centre.  

 

 
The crimes in private locations mainly involved the offender using a mobile phone to 
film or take photos without the victims consent.  

 
  

  
 
There are twice as many female victims as male and the 8-16 yrs and 17-24 yrs 
ranges both had seven victims.  All the known offenders were male and nine were 
aged between 25 to 44 yrs. 
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Other sexual crimes (non - SOSA 2009) 
 
The analysis for this report is not looking at historic crimes so there are only three 
crime types that feature in the 20 crimes for 2017/2018: 
 
Grooming of Children for the purpose of sexual offences (16) 
Procuration of sexual services from children under 18 (1) –  
Possession of extreme pornography (3) –  
 
There was a substantial increase in the number of Grooming of Children offences in 
2017-2018.  

 
 
 

  
  

 
 
 

 
 
Threatening/Disclosure of intimate image 
 
These are two new crimes that were introduced in 2017 to address the problem of 
“revenge porn” arising from the threat or publishing of intimate images on the 
internet. 
 
There were 22 crimes recorded in 2017-2018 and there has already been a further 
18 crimes in the first three months of 2018-2019. 
 
Over the past few years, there has been a trend, especially among young people, to 
exchange intimate pictures with their partner. Once the relationship breaks down, 
there is the opportunity for a partner to misuse the pictures in revenge by 
threatening to disclose them to family or friends to embarrass the ex-partner. 
 
Nine (41%) of the crimes in 2017-2018 had an aggravator for domestic abuse. This 
has continued in to 2018-2019 this year with a further nine (50%) 
 
In 2017-2018 there were eight female victims mostly aged between 17 to 34 yrs and 
one male victim in the 25 to 44 yrs group. The accused/named suspects were eight 
males who mostly aged between 25-44 and one female aged between 35 to 44 yrs. 
 
This pattern continues into 2018-2019 although so far all the victims have been 
female. 
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The remaining 13 crimes 2017-2018 and 9 crimes for 2018-2019 mainly involve two 
people exchanging chat on various  

. The accused/suspect will then usually take the lead 
and encourage the other person to send naked or explicit images to them. Once they 
have these the accused/suspect will threaten to publish them or circulate them. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 

 
18.0 Conclusion 
 
Overall Group 2 Crimes have increased in the City of Edinburgh and are likely to 
continue to do so. 
 
Rapes and Sexual Assaults have been the main contributors to the increase. 
Communications offences are also increasing due the changing way in which society 
utilises social media and the internet to interact with peers.  
 
Where possible the analysis has prevention opportunities, however due the analyst 
writing the report from out with E Division it may be appropriate for local staff to 
review the document to identify further prevention recommendations.  
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