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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2523
Responded to:  7th November 2025


As requested, we have reviewed the handling of your recent FOI request in terms of section 20(1) of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002.
As Police Scotland has failed to respond to your request within twenty working days, it therefore follows that in terms of section 21(4)(c), your request has not been handled in accordance with the Act.
Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience caused.  
A response is provided as follows:
I would be grateful if you could provide copies of the following two documents:
1. Baseline Assessment of Police Scotland’s Approach to Human Rights conducted by Jane Gordon, Human Rights Lawyer (May 2023)
The information sought is held by Police Scotland, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the following exemptions apply: 
Section 36(2)(b) - Confidentiality 
Information is exempt information if its disclosure (otherwise than under this Act) would constitute a breach of confidence actionable by that person or any other person.
This is an absolute exemption and, as such, does not require the application of the Public Interest Test.

Section 30(b)(i)&(ii) & (c) - Prejudice to the Effective Conduct of Public Affairs
Disclosure would inhibit substantially the free and frank provision of advice, the free and frank exchange of views, and would otherwise prejudice substantially the effective conduct of public affairs, by negatively impacting on the operational effectiveness of Police Scotland. 
It is essential that Police Scotland can consult, in confidence, with necessary experts/ partner agencies etc. in the formulation of policy and procedure.
Disclosure of such engagement would discourage such individuals from engaging with Police Scotland in the future, and/ or would temper the views they were prepared to provide. Whilst we accept that there is a public interest in better informing the public as to the rationale behind Police Scotland policies and procedures, there can be no public interest in disclosing information which would make it more difficult to offer an efficient and effective service.

2. BDO Internal Audit of EqHRIA (November 2024)
The information sought is held by Police Scotland, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the section 25(1) exemption applies:
“Information which the applicant can reasonably obtain other than by requesting it […] is exempt information”.
The information sought is publicly available on the Scottish Police Authority website, specifically from page 72 onwards within the following report: item-3-1-internal-audit-reports.pdf

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
If you remain dissatisfied following the outcome of this review, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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