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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-1680
Responded to:  25th July 2025


Please, first of all, accept my sincere apologies for the delay in providing a response to your request.
Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
I would like to know the expected cost of policing TRSNMT festival on the 11th July that led Police Scotland to deem it too expensive to police when Kneecap were scheduled to perform Vs the cost without them performing. 
In response to this part of your request, I must first of all advise you that Police Scotland did not deem the event too expensive to police when it was known that Kneecap would perform at the event. 
As the resourcing was not confirmed for policing the event when Kneecap was scheduled to perform, it is not possible to provide a cost of policing for Kneecap performing vs them not performing. As such, the information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.

I would also like to know the cost of policing the "big walk" in Glasgow on the Saturday 5th July. And the cost for policing the orange order walks scheduled for 12th July in Glasgow. 
Police Scotland does not routinely record the total costs for a specific parade as it is a statutory duty for Police to facilitate processions to ensure public safety. 
The nature of policing means that officers and staff are deployed to wherever their services are most required.  The Division to which individual officers or staff belong meet the cost of their core time and so there is no requirement to maintain a record of the cost of any particular duty carried out. As such, the information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.

If cost wasn't a factor in this and "security" was could I ask what this was based on and what metric was used to decide that this posed a security risk? 
It is not clear from your request what you refer to when you say ‘this’ within ‘if cost wasn’t a factor in this…’ As such, we have interpreted this part of your request to be whether security concerns were the reason for the removal of Kneecap from the TRNSMT line-up. 
I can advise you that Police Scotland made no decision regarding the removal of Kneecap from the TRNSMT line-up and therefore, the information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.

I would also like confirmation that bias and/or bigotry did not play a part in this decision, such as officers like Detective chief constable Ruth gifillan had no part in this decision. 
Additionally I would like too know if police Scotland took instructions dor CT from John Swinney or any other member of the Scottish government. 
All decisions made by Police Scotland are evidence and values based, underpinned by ECHR. 
Police Scotland took no instruction from FM John Swinney or the Scottish Government. Operational decisions, when required, are decisions for Police Scotland. 
In this instance however, no decision was made by Police Scotland in relation to Kneecap. 

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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