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Equality and Human Rights Impact Assessment (EqHRIA)
Summary of Results
Policy/Practice Name: 
Adult Support and Protection SOP	
Owning Department: 
Adult Support and Protection Policy
Date EqHRIA Completed: 
13/06/2024
Purpose of Policy/Practice: 
The purpose of the SOP is to provide guidance to Police Scotland officers and staff on dealing with persons who have been reported as being an adult at risk of harm in terms of the Adult Support and Protection (Scotland) Act 2007. It provides further responsibilities required to commit to the code of practice and other relevant legislation, The Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000, Mental Health, Care and Treatment (Scotland) Act 2003, Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Act 2007,The Vulnerable Witnesses (Scotland) Act 2004 and Health(Tobacco, Nicotine etc and care) (Scotland) Act 2016 which are the main pieces of legislation which ensures vulnerable adults, adults at risk and adults with incapacity are protected from harm. 
The SOP is designed to ensure that every report of an adult at risk will receive a consistent response from Police Scotland and police actions will be part of a shared approach with key partners, with the intention being to ensure the safety, well-being, support and protection of such persons. 
Summary of Analysis / Decisions:
What the assessment found, and actions already taken. 
The assessment found there were no direct implications to disadvantage the protected characteristic groups. The SOP is designed to ensure that vulnerable adults, adults at risk and adults with incapacity receive the support they need and reduce the potential to become a victim (or a further victim) of crime. It was assessed that the SOP had potential to impact on most of the protected characteristics especially as most individuals share more than one protected characteristic. The assessment of the SOP also provided that such person’s human rights may be protected or infringed however working practices would be in keeping with the Act. Following consultation, all feedback returned was considered and evaluated taking cognisance where pertinent the opinions expressed and thus giving due regard to the elements of the equality and human rights duties. 
Summary of Mitigation Actions:
What the assessment found, and actions already taken.
Adult Support and Protection Policy will monitor changes in legislation/circumstances and assess how these changes may impact on the protected groups. In addition they will be responsible for the cyclical review of both the SOP and EQHRIA.
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