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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3334
Responded to:  3 November 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
[bookmark: _MailAutoSig]I filed an FOI earlier this year to request if Police Scotland still hold the register of “Enemy Aliens” collected by the Edinburgh Constabulary at the outbreak of World War War 1. I was informed that Police Scotland do not hold this piece of information, which I understand. 
However, I recently came across the SOP for Record Retention that was published 29/11/2023 here: https://www.scotland.police.uk/spa-media/nhobty5i/record-retention-sop.docx. 
Under category 5 of the SOP “Recording the Outcome” it states that there should be a record of whether archived materials are retained, destroyed or moved to an archive. I was wondering if it is possible to request if it can be searched for whether the registration files, index cards or generally other materials relating to Enemy Aliens in Edinburgh during WW1 have been destroyed, and if so, when they were destroyed, or moved to an archive, and if so, which archive? I understand that my previous FOI confirmed that the records have not been retained by Police Scotland, as outlined in the SOP that Alien related documents are of low retention priority. 
I understand that legislation requiring the recording of what happens to archived materials has changed a few times since any legislation regarding the matter was introduced in 1937, and that prior to this date, retention of records from the Edinburgh Constabulary would have been subject to internal policies. But given that legislation dates all the way back to 1937, I am hoping there may be a paper trail of what happened to these documents. 

I can advise that Police Scotland does not hold the above requested information. 
In terms of Section 17 of the Act, this letter represents a formal notice that information is not held.
In order to provide assistance, you may wish to contact the Edinburgh City Archives at the City of Edinburgh Council : Edinburgh City Archives – The City of Edinburgh Council for the information you require.  

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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