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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3822
Responded to:  15 January 2026


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
The number of dog thefts recorded between:
January 1, 2021 – December 31, 2021
January 1, 2022 – December 31, 2022
January 1, 2023 – December 31, 2023
January 1, 2024 – December 31, 2024
January 1, 2025 – November (28), or up to most recent figures
Unfortunately, I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
To explain, for the time period prior to 2024 we have no means of searching the Modus Operandi (MO) within crime reports for specific keywords.  Researching your request would therefore require the individual assessment of all crime reports for the relevant keywords mentioned in your request.
However, due to recent enhancements in the search facility within our Crime Recording System, Unifi, we can now carry out a keyword search and can provide the requested information from 2024 onwards.
A search of the aforementioned system was carried out for the period 1st January 2024 - 29th November 2025, to identify Theft related crimes where a dog is recorded as being stolen.  
107 crimes were recorded in total, 55 in 2024 and 52 in 2025.
It should be noted that the recording of property in the relevant searchable fields is not mandatory and there could, therefore, be other crime reports of relevance to your request.  
All statistics are provisional and should be treated as management information.  
All data have been extracted from Police Scotland internal systems and are correct as at 23/12/2025.
The Crimes are extracted using the Date Raised.
Property Items of Property Class – Animal, Property Details Animal Type – Dog and Property Status of ‘Stolen – Outstanding’ or ‘Stolen – Recovered’ have been selected.
Please Note – SGJD Codes of ‘301904 – Theft by Housebreaking – domestic property – dwell’, ‘301905 – Theft by housebreaking – domestic property – non-dwell’, ‘301906 – Theft by Housebreaking – other property’ and ‘302201 – Theft not elsewhere classified – excl motor vehicle’ have been selected. 

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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