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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3542
Responded to:  26 November 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
For the past five years (or the most recent period held), please provide:
1. The number of recorded road traffic collisions in Scotland where wrong-side-of-road travel was recorded as a contributing factor or observed behaviour.
2. Of those collisions, the number involving:
a) A visiting or foreign driver; and/or b) A hire or rental vehicle.
3. If held, any anonymised narrative or free-text notes associated with these collisions which reference wrong-side-of-road travel or indicate that the driver was a visitor or tourist.
4. If available, an anonymised breakdown by:
- Region or policing division
- Year of collision
- Severity (fatal/serious/slight)
The information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.
To explain, there is no contributory factor which aligns specifically to 'wrong-side-of-road-travel'. Any such instance could be recorded as various other factors depending on circumstance, for example 'reckless/ careless driving', 'inexperienced or learner driver', 'inexperience of driving on left' etc. 
To assist, we can advise you may wish to submit a request for one of the categories above. However, please note, it is unlikely we would be able to provide whether the driver was a tourist/visitor or if the vehicle was hired/rented within the cost threshold as all potentially relevant incidents would need to be manually assessed to extract this information, if recorded.
If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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