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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2783
Responded to:  29 September 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
Please provide the following information regarding employment disputes involving Police Scotland (or its predecessor forces prior to 2013):

1. The total number of employment disputes that were resolved through settlement agreements (including any agreements containing non-disclosure or confidentiality clauses) for each calendar year from 2005 to 2024, and for 2025 up to the date of your response.
I have interpreted the term settlement agreement to include a COT3 agreement (a type of settlement agreement facilitated by ACAS). Unfortunately, to provide this information prior to 2020 I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
To explain, to provide information prior to that date would require us to manually search every Employment Tribunal file that has been opened over that period. It is estimated that this would involve a search of in excess of 300 files.  This would cost well in excess of the £600 and 40 hours prescribed by the Scottish Ministers under the Act.
However, I have provided below figures from 2020 onwards. 
2020 – 8
2021 – 5
2022 – 25
2023 – 19
2024 – 16
2025 – 13

2. For each such settlement agreement referenced in point 1, the number that included a non-disclosure or confidentiality clause.
2020 – 7
2021 – 4
2022 – 19
2023 – 14
2024 – 6
2025 – 1

3. For each settlement agreement referenced in point 1, the number which has oversight or approval from the Scottish Government.
Four of the settled claims over this period were referred to the Scottish Government.

4. Please provide the total costs of each settlement agreement which involves a non-disclosure or confidentiality agreement as clarified in point 2, and the total costs of all agreements stated separately.
Total costs of all agreements
2020 - £94,930
2021 - £68,801.60
2022 - £1,389,317.94
2023 - £2,169,523.43
2024 - £725,968.08
2025 - £203,173.92
Costs of agreements with NDAs
2020 - £94,330
2021 - £63,801.60
2022 - £402,750
2023 - £2,134,023.43
2024 - £192,500
2025 - £6,000

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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