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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3220
Responded to:  28 October 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
Tackling domestic abuse is a priority for Police Scotland and we are committed to working with our partners to reduce the harm it causes and ultimately eradicate it. 
Domestic abuse is a despicable and debilitating crime which affects all of our communities and has no respect for ability, age, ethnicity, gender, race, religion or sexual orientation. 
Police Scotland will not tolerate it. 
Police Scotland will proactively target perpetrators and support victims to prevent domestic abuse from damaging the lives of victims and their families. 
Police Scotland defines domestic abuse as: 
“Any form of physical, verbal, sexual, psychological or financial abuse which might amount to criminal conduct and which takes place within the context of a relationship. The relationship will be between partners (married, cohabiting, civil partnership or otherwise) or ex-partners. The abuse may be committed in the home or elsewhere including online” 
Please note that the definition of Domestic abuse in Scotland differs from the definition of Domestic Violence in England and Wales which includes wider familial abuse e.g. from parents or children etc.
Police Scotland carries out unilateral Domestic Homicide Reviews.  
As part of Police Scotland’s response to victims of domestic abuse, a review of prior police contact in cases of domestic homicide is undertaken. 
A Domestic Homicide Prior Police Contact Procedural Review (DH PPCPR) seeks to establish whether Police Scotland responded to domestic incidents correctly, and in accordance with procedures and guidance and identify learning opportunities. 
They are not enquiries into how the victim died, or who is culpable, as these matters are for the Homicide Investigation, Senior Investigating Officer (SIO) and courts to determine.
The rationale for the review process is to ensure Police Scotland is responding appropriately to victims of domestic abuse, by offering and / or putting in place effective support mechanisms and targeted interventions that may reduce the risk of future domestic homicides.
The review currently assists police learning, however, the Criminal Justice Modernisation and Abusive Domestic Behaviour Reviews (Scotland) Bill recently passed by the Scottish Parliament on October 7, 2025 creates a statutory framework for a new national review model for deaths related to domestic abuse

Q1. Are these Reviews routinely disclosed to COPFS under the requirement to disclose evidence of relevant material in criminal proceedings?
No, the overarching objective of a DH PPCPR is to establish what, if any, prior contact Police Scotland had with the victim or perpetrator. 
The process seeks to review the police response to any prior contact and previously reported domestic incidents and identify learning.
They are not enquiries into how the victim died or who is culpable as these matters are for the Homicide Investigation, SIO and courts to determine.
If, at some point in the preceding weeks before a death, there has been direct or indirect contact with police, Police Scotland’s Professional Standards Department (PSD) will be notified. 
In addition to assessing a death for a Police Investigations & Review Commissioner (PIRC) referral, PSD are required to notify the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service Scottish Fatalities Investigation Unit (SFIU).  SFIU will independently assess the circumstances and decide whether they wish to direct a PIRC investigation.

Q2.  Are the Reviews and findings made available to the families of domestic homicide victims?
No, the DH PPCPR is an internal process, the primary purpose of which is to improve the work, policies and practices of the organisation when dealing with domestic abuse, that may in turn mitigate the risk of future domestic homicides. They are not enquiries into how the victim died or who is culpable as these matters are for the Homicide Investigation, SIO and courts to determine.

Q3. What does Police Scotland do with completed DHRs and what is the data retention policy in relation to them?
As stated, the primary aim of a DH PPCPR is to establish whether Police Scotland responded to domestic incidents correctly, and in accordance with procedures and guidance. A review may not always result in procedural change.  However, in circumstances where organisational learning has been identified and recommendations made, Police Scotland must consider how to promote a commitment to change with appropriate timescales for adopting the identified recommendations. 
For record retention information, please see our Record Retention Standard Operating Procedure.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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