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Equality and Human Rights Impact Assessment (EqHRIA)
Summary of Results
	Policy / Practice
	Licensing National Guidance

	Owning Department
	PPCW - Violence Prevention and Licensing Coordination Unit

	Date EqHRIA Completed
	04/05/2021

	Purpose of Policy / Practice
	To provide police officers and staff with operational guidance in relation to their responsibilities surrounding Liquor and Civic Licensing, The Pedlar's Act 1871 and Test Purchase of Alcohol.


	A. Summary of Analysis / Decisions - What the assessment found and actions already taken.

	Equality Impact Assessment

Analysis of the Standard Operating Procedure revealed there to be the likelihood of no impact in the Pregnancy and Maternity and Sexual Orientation protected groups. 
There was found to be a likelihood of low impact within the Religion or Belief and Sex protected groups in relation to Test Purchase. There is possibility some may feel excluded from process due to beliefs around purchase of alcohol but Test Purchasers will contiue to be recruited from all backgrounds and process fully explained to avoid ipacting on religious beliefs. The Sex of people involved in Test Purchase is a factor and one of the officers involved in any operation will continue to be the same sex as the test purchaser.

While impact on the Age protected group is generally low in terms of licensing and arises from age restrictions for obtaining licences and protection of young persons from impacts of alcohol the impact of Test Purchase is high on this group due to persons 16 years of age being deployed. This is mitigated by procedures outlined in the Standard Operating Procedure and ultimately affords more protection to young persons when offences are detected through Test Purchase.

There is a likelihood of medium impact on Disability protected group due to the potential for disabled persons becoming victims of alcohol related antisocial behaviour and violence.  This is mitigated by guidance to officers in the Standard Operating Procedure around understanding impact of alcohol and ensuring alcohol is sold responsibily.

 There was found to be a likelihood of Medium Impact on Gender Reassignment protected group which is mitigated by training for officers. 
There was found to be a medium impact on Marriage and Civil Partnership protected group in respect of Civil wedding Approval. The guidance refers users to relevant legislation ensuring provisions are adhered to. 

The impact on Race protected group has been found to be Medium in relation to Test Purchase Operations as anecdotally 'failed' test purchase often occurs in small retail units operated by persons of varied ethnicities. The guidance around engagement with premises, the processes of reporting such matters to licensing boards and the stringent intelligence led requirements leading to a Test Purchase Operation mitigates the risk of any prejudice towards these groups. 

Human Rights Impact Assessment

Article 2 (Right to Life) - Protected by virtue of legislation associated with licensing

Article 4 (Prohibition of Slavery and Forced Labour) - Protected by Legislation in resepct of licensing of Sexual Entertainment venues.

Article 5 (Right to Liberty and Security) - Infringed when licence holder requires to be interviewed / arrested 

Article 6 (Right to a Fair Trial) - Protected by Legislation

Article 8 (Right to Respect for Private and Family Life) - This is infringed in terms of background checks required for applications, Test Purchase Operations and examining of CCTV in licensed premises although intrusion is protected in that it is limited to absolutely necessary enfringement by legislation and guidelines such as Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005, Data Protection Acts, Rehabilitation of offenders legislation and CCTV guidelines.
Protocol 1, Article 1 (Protection of Property)  - Infringed in respect that a Constable may enter and inspect a licensed premises but this power is governed by legislation. Also infringed in respect of seizure of property from a pawn broker but should this property have been stolen it protects the property of the righful owner. There is also possibility of young person involved in a Test Purchase Operation suffering damage or loss to property which will be remedies locally. 



	B. Summary of Mitigation Actions - What else we plan to do and how we are going to check that it has been done.

	Owning Department will monitor changes in legislation / circumstances which may affect the SOP and assess ow these changes may impact on the protected groups. 

In addition they will be responsible for the cyclical review of both SOP and EqHRIA.
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