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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3391
Responded to:  31 October 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
Can you please provide information on the action Police Scotland and Border Force are taking to remove illegal e-bikes from the streets of Scottish cities, including the seizure and destruction of illegal e-bikes?
For example, there is an epidemic of delivery riders using illegal e-bikes in and around Glasgow city centre, with delivery riders having no lights, riding on the pavement and failing to obey traffic lights.
So, firstly what are Police Scotland doing to stop this dangerous and flagrant abuse of rules around the use of illegal e-bikes?
Secondly, many of the delivery riders described above have no legal right to work in the UK, therefore what action is Police Scotland taking, in conjunction with the UK’s Border Force, to check on delivery riders’ right to work in the UK?
In terms of seizures, the following statistics highlight the increasing volumes of illegally used e-bikes and e-scooters seized by police officers. 
It is likely that 2025 will also see a significant increases on levels recorded in 2024.
· In 2023, Police Scotland Officers recovered 49 E-Bikes/ E-Scooters (combined) which were being used illegally.  74% were seized under Section 165 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 (Insurance offence uplift), 16% using Common Law and 10% for an Anti-Social Behaviour (Scotland) Act offence. 
· In 2024, Police Scotland Officers recovered 327 E-Bikes and 115 E-scooters (442 combined) which were being used illegally.  76% were seized under Section 165 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 (Insurance offence uplift), 12% Common Law and 12% for an Anti-Social Behaviour (Scotland) Act offence.
· Police Scotland saw an 802% increase in the seizures (January – December) from 2023 to 2024.
Officers were finding that E-Bikes and E-Scooters were being used illegally as part of their intended design (off-road – Sur Ron style) and modified with extra battery packs for more speed and power, or de-restricted and able to generate speeds more than 15.5mph whilst no pedalling was involved. This meant these E-Bikes and E-Scooters were being used illegally and therefore classified as motor vehicles under the Road Traffic Act 1988.   
Numerous Operations have been carried out in Glasgow City Centre to tackle the issue of illegal use of e-bikes, often connected to the fast food and retail economy. 
One such Operation in May 2025 saw 23 illegally used e-bikes seized by Police Scotland Officers and riders reported for various road traffic offences. 
In terms of persons stopped using illegally used e-bikes; Police Scotland Officers will carry out suitable checks on all those being reported for offences to confirm their identity. 
Should there be relevant records indicating issues with immigration conditions, HM Border Force are notified, and arrests can be made under the suitable immigration legislation.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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