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Equality and Human Rights Impact Assessment (EqHRIA)
Summary of Results
	Policy / Practice
	Missing Person SOP

	Owning Department
	PPCW National Missing Person Unit

	Date EqHRIA Completed
	13.04.22

	Purpose of Policy / Practice
	To provide front line officers, supervisors and senior management with updated guidance, direction and structures for the management of missing person investigations.


	A. Summary of Analysis / Decisions - What the assessment found and actions already taken.

	The Missing Persons SOP directs officers to use all options available for the detection of crime and preservation of life.

Police Scotland will treat every missing person investigation proportionately with appropriate levels of priority and resources.

Access to the latest guidance will help to ensure operational officers are supported and promote a corporate national approach.

The EqHRIA completed in March 2022 shows that no groups/protected characteristics will be adversely affected by the SOP.

The Human Rights Impact Assessment highlights three articles that may be infringed:

Article 5 Right to Liberty and Security:

If a person goes missing from hospital and they are subject of compulsory detention under the Mental Health Act/a restricted patient, once found they will be returned to the facility.

The same applies to missing persons wanted on warrants or missing from police custody.

This infringement is covered in the appropriate legislation.

Article 8 Right to Respect for Private and Family Life:

Where interference with Article 8 is unavoidable Police Scotland will aim to limit interference and ensure it is necessary and proportionate.

If it is necessary to interfere with someone’s private or family life it will be done as prescribed by law.

Article 11 Freedom of Assembly and Association:

Some vulnerable missing persons fall victim to different types of radicalisation (online extremism etc.) and might associate with people/organisations which are illegal in the UK. This SOP is only indirectly infringing this article by indicating the dangers of radicalisation.when dealing with a missing person related enquiry.

Protection is offered to Art2, Right to Life whereby a life may be saved or provide preventation from serious injury by responding to a missing person report.  Art3 will also be protected if a missing person has been subjected to honour based abuse, sexual abuse or grooming.  Art4 will be protected if the person is subject to human trafficking.  

 



	B. Summary of Mitigation Actions - What else we plan to do and how we are going to check that it has been done.

	Owning Department (National Missing Persons Unit) will monitor changes in legislation/circumstances which may affect the SOP and assess how these changes may impact on the protected groups.

In addition they will be responsible for the cyclical review of both SOP and EqHRIA
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