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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3741
Responded to:  27 November 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
1) Please provide all correspondence internally and to the Scottish and UK Governments, Home Office, as well as the police forces in England, Wales and Northern Ireland about draft plans for policing during the 2026 Fifa World Cup.
1a) Please focus on plans for policing late-night venues showing the games, policing domestic abuse cases which have been shown to rise following large national football matches (particularly in the event of a loss), sending police personel to Mexico and other host countries to police and track drug dealers and cartels (as reporter in the Daily Record), the sale of fake football goods e.g. kits, and the domestic drug trade during the tournament. 
If it is not possible to provide the information requested due to the information exceeding the cost of compliance limits outlined in Section 12 of FOIA, please provide advice and assistance under Section 16 as to how I can refine my request.
If at any point in retrieving this information the time limit exceeds that which is given to Freedom of Information requests, please stop and email me with the information retrieved so far.
Unfortunately, I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
[bookmark: _Hlk214610994]To explain, all areas of Police Scotland would need to be searched to establish if any plans were in progress. While there may be central plans, there may be local initiatives, and to provide all correspondence, all communications with all officers would need to be checked. 
Where an authority deems that a request will cost in excess of £600, it does not have to comply with that request. There is no provision whereby work up to that cut of point is required.
You may wish to consider submitting a request after the fixtures have been announced and closer to the tournament, at which point planning will be more co-ordinated.
You should bear in mind however that some planning information will attract exemption from disclosure where it is assessed that disclosure will prejudice the prevention and detection of crime, the apprehension and prosecution of offenders and public/ officer safety.
That would likely extend to, for example, the number of officers on shift in a particular area on match nights etc., as well as specific operations targeting serious and organised crime.
  
If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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