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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2154
Responded to:  14th August 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
Specifically, I would like to request the following information relating to recent wildfires in the Highlands and Moray (There were incidents near Carrbridge, Grantown-on-Spey, Dava Moor, Upper Knockando and Dallas, Forres): 
· Details of the investigations into these wildfires 
On 28th of June 2025, Scotland experienced the worst spate of wildfires in its history in terms of acreage of land affected and extent of damage to several estates in both the Highland and Islands and North East Divisions.
As a result of the size of the areas affected, a request was made for Police Scotland to carry out a proportionate level of enquiry to establish facts and assess whether there were grounds to consider a criminal prosecution.
The first fire started on 20th of June in the B9007 Duthil, Carrbridge/ Carrbridge moor area.
It reignited on 21st and 22nd of June and then lay dormant again before reigniting on 28th of June.  It burned until it was fully extinguished on 1st of July. 
The second fire was in the Moyness area on 28th June 2025.
The third fire was east of the B9007 near Dava, also on 28th June 2025.
Following investigation, there is no evidence that any of the fires were started wilfully, nor to the degree where culpable and reckless criminality might be considered.

· including any identified causes or contributing factors?
· Any information held on the potential causes of these wildfires including but not limited to human activity, natural causes, or other possible factors?
The information sought is held by Police Scotland, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the following exemptions apply:
Section 34(1)(b) - Investigations
Section 35(1)(a)&(b) - Law Enforcement
Information is exempt information if it is held for the purposes of an investigation which may lead to Police Scotland making a report to the Procurator Fiscal to determine whether criminal proceedings should be instituted.
Disclosure would prejudice the prevention and detection of crime and the apprehension and prosecution of offenders. It is essential that information relating to Police Scotland investigations is treated with confidence and that any disclosures are limited to the associated criminal justice procedures.
Whilst we accept that there is a public interest insofar as better informing the public regarding investigations of interest to them, the public interest is catered for by confirmation that following investigation, there is no evidence that any of the fires were started wilfully, nor to the degree where culpable and reckless criminality might be considered.
On balance, the integrity of the investigative process and the role of Police Scotland in that process carry more weight than public debate of the matters involved.

· Are there any records or reports of incidents involving flares or similar pyotechnics in these areas that may have posed a fire risk or contributed to a wildfire?
I am refusing to confirm or deny whether the information sought exists or is held by Police Scotland in terms of section 18.
Section 18 applies where the following two conditions are met:
· It would be contrary to the public interest to reveal whether the information is held.
Whilst we accept that there is a public interest insofar as better informing the public regarding investigations of interest to them, the overwhelming public interest lies in protecting the integrity of the investigative process and the role of Police Scotland in that process.
· If the information was held, it would be exempt from disclosure in terms of at least one exemption set out in the Act.  In this instance, the exemptions outlined above at the previous question would apply.
· Information relating to the use of and potential lack of available helicopters to assist in firefighting in these areas?
Limited information is held which refers to the use of helicopters during the firefighting effort, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the exemptions outlined above apply.

· Copies of any reports, emails, documents or communications related to these wildfires?
I regret to inform you that I estimate it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request. I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act – Excessive Cost of Compliance.
The only way to provide an accurate and consistent response to this part of your request would be to conduct research in all shared drives, personal drives, personal email accounts and group mailboxes across many Force Departments for multiple Force Divisions, for any material of relevance to the wildfire incidents.
Given the volume of information that would be required to be read through and assessed, this exercise would far exceed the cost limit set out in the Fees Regulations.
I would also stress that any such materials would likely attract the exemptions from disclosure outlined above.
To be of assistance, I have enclosed a copy of the Police Scotland statements/ press releases in relation to the incidents.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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