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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2188
Responded to:  24 July 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
1. Unregulated Businesses and Suspected Money Laundering
Please provide data (from 2019 to present) on:
The number of inspections or enforcement actions taken against unlicensed hand car washes, food shacks, or pop-up burger/milkshake huts, particularly those operating on shared forecourts or derelict land.
The number of such businesses found to be in violation of planning, trading standards, or licensing laws.
Any investigations linked to these types of premises involving money laundering, benefit fraud, or immigration offences.
Regarding planning, trading standards and licensing - the information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies. You may wish to contact your local authority to obtain this.
In relation to any allegations of criminality, unfortunately, I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
By way of explanation, we cannot search crime reports based on the nature of the premise being a food shack, etc. The only way to extract this data would be to individually examine every crime report, for the time period requested - an exercise which would clearly far exceed the cost limit set out in the Fees Regulations.
 I would also refer you to the response to questions two and four below as regards the difficulties with the location specified.


2. Human Trafficking and Child Exploitation
The number of reports made involving suspected human trafficking or child sexual exploitation in the Govanhill area from 2014 to 2024.
The number of arrests, charges, or prosecutions relating to these reports.
If available, a breakdown by nationality or immigration status of those investigated (if not exempt under privacy grounds).
Unfortunately, I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
'Govanhill' whilst recognised as relating to a small residential district south of Glasgow City Centre, does not align to any searchable parameters within the Police Scotland crime or incident recording system.  We can search on police beats, local authority multi-member ward (MMW) areas, particular streets and a defined area - say within a one mile radius of a particular spot.  To be of assistance, crime data for Southside Central MMW which encompasses Govanhill can be found online - Crime data - Police Scotland​
You may wish to consider resubmitting these questions with a more clearly defined area.
3. Housing Enforcement in Govanhill
The number of inspections or fines issued for illegal HMOs (houses in multiple occupation) or overcrowded slum housing in Govanhill.
Any coordinated action plans between the council, housing services, and Police Scotland targeting rogue landlords or overcrowded conditions.
Unfortunately, I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
By way of explanation, there are no incident classifications that directly align to the scenario described in your request – they would most likely be recorded as 'assist other agency' - ie. the local authority.  Again, I would also refer you to the response to questions two and four below as regards the difficulties with the location specified.
4. Community Complaints
The number of public complaints logged in the last 5 years relating to:
Anti-social behaviour
Alleged organised crime activity
Public safety concerns in Govanhill
Unfortunately, I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
'Govanhill' whilst recognised as relating to a small residential district south of Glasgow City Centre, does not align to any searchable parameters within the Police Scotland crime or incident recording system.  We can search on police beats, local authority multi-member ward (MMW) areas, particular streets and a defined area - say within a one mile radius of a particular spot.  To be of assistance, crime data for Southside Central MMW which encompasses Govanhill can be found online - Crime data - Police Scotland​
You may wish to consider resubmitting these questions with a more clearly defined area.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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