OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL
	[image: ]
	
Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 23-2873
Responded to:  17th January 2024


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
In follow-up to request FOI 23-1943:
Could you please provide a copy of the policy/SOP that sets out the Police Scotland policy on access to external websites.
Could you also please state on the date on which a request for access was made for the following websites:
https://sex-matters.org/
https://www.legalfeminist.org.uk/
https://forwomen.scot/
https://fairplayforwomen.com/
https://womansplaceuk.org/
Please accept my apologies but it has been established during this FOI request that the information provided to you for request 23-1943 is not accurate.
The initial response advised websites are blocked until a Service request is received but this is not the case.
The default position is that any website has to be first identified as non-malicious and have a neutral or better reputation by our web gateway provider. 
If it passes those checks, it is then checked if it has a known categorisation, which if it does and it is not specifically blocked (such as games or gambling) then the website would be allowed.
In the case of the websites listed, 4 out of 5 will be accessible as they pass those checks and so no service request would have been required.  1 of the sites is not accessible and that is https://www.legalfeminist.org.uk/. This site does not have a recognised categorisation by our web gateway provider and so is blocked.  
It is cases such as this where if access was required, a service request would be submitted so that a query could be raised with our web gateway provider.
In the case of the mentioned website, no service request for access has been received and the site remains blocked.
If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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