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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2033
Responded to:  12th November 2025


Please, first of all, accept my sincere apologies for the delay in providing a response to your request.
Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
Re: Police Investigation at [XX] Cockenzie Street, Glasgow G32 6XY – Death of Mr John Brennan (2010)
I respectfully request the following information:
1. Inventory or Records of Contents
Any inventories, lists, or records of the contents of the property (XX Cockenzie Street) recorded by Police Scotland during or following the investigation.
Details of any items removed, seized, catalogued, or stored — including cash, jewellery, documents, personal effects, furniture, or household items belonging to Mr Brennan or his late parents.
2. Handling of Property
Information on the chain of custody of personal property from the time of Police attendance to eventual release.
Any records confirming whether items were returned to family, retained, destroyed, or passed to another authority (e.g. Glasgow City Council).
I can confirm that the information sought in the above part of your request is held by Police Scotland, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the following exemptions apply: 
Section 34(1)(b) - Investigations
Information is exempt information if it has at any time been held by Police Scotland for the purposes of an investigation and relates to a decision to report to the Procurator Fiscal and determine whether criminal proceedings should be instituted.
Section 35(1)(a)&(b) - Law enforcement
Release of this information would be likely to prejudice substantially the ability of the police to investigate and detect crime and would have a similar detrimental impact on the apprehension or prosecution of offenders.
Disclosure would have an adverse impact on the ability of the Police to carry out its law enforcement role effectively and thereby prejudice substantially the prevention and detection of crime. 
Section 39(1) - Health & Safety
Information is exempt information if its disclosure under this Act would, or would be likely to, endanger the physical or mental health or the safety of an individual. 
All of the exemptions above require the application of the public interest test. 
Public Interest Test
Whilst I appreciate the reasons why you might wish this information, I also have to consider the wider implications of the public release, as a release of information under this Act is, essentially, a release of information into the public domain. 
I wholly acknowledge that public awareness may favour disclosure as it would contribute to the public debate surrounding the police handling of the enquiry. 
Nevertheless, the efficient and effective conduct of the service and public safety favours retention of the information as it cannot be in the public interest to release information that would prejudice law enforcement. 
Disclosure could lead to a situation whereby the ability of Police Scotland to effectively investigate serious crime is compromised as a result of individuals being less willing to engage with the process for fear that the details will emerge publicly.
Disclosure generally will undoubtedly bring unwanted attention to those involved as witnesses who make statements with an expectation of confidentiality. 
Bereaved families may also suffer harm if sensitive or upsetting detail is disclosed publicly.
Information about investigations will only ever be disclosed by Police Scotland where there are overwhelming public interest considerations favouring disclosure.
I can find no corresponding argument in terms of placing this information in the public domain and accordingly it is assessed that the public interest lies firmly in refusing disclosure.
3. Handover and Condition of the Flat
The date the property was released from Police control.
A summary of the property’s condition at the time of handover, including reference to any remaining contents.
To whom the flat was handed over (e.g. Glasgow City Council) and under what process.
The information sought in relation to this part of your request is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.
You may wish to contact the Scottish Police Authority (SPA) for assistance in relation to this part of your request as they may hold information such as photographs of the property which may indicate the condition of the property/ remaining contents. 

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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