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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3646
Responded to:  01 December 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
I am writing under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 to request information relating to CCTV footage of the incident reported as a fatal road traffic accident on 31st October 2024 at Cowgate Edinburgh.
If full disclosure is not possible, I request partial disclosure of available footage and metadata (time stamps, camera IDs, retention logs). If you consider Section 12 (cost limit) or other exemptions apply, please provide advice and assistance under Section 15 of FOISA to help me refine my request. 
After seeking clarification from you, you confirmed the fatal accident you were referring to occurred on 2 November 2024. 
Specifically, I request: 1. Copies of CCTV footage from any public cameras covering the area of Cowgate at the time of the incident.   
2. Copies of CCTV footage from the bus involved in the incident ( Radical Travel LTD).  
Firstly, I must advise in relation to your request for copies of CCTV footage, the information sought is held by Police Scotland, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the following exemptions apply:
Section 34(2)(b) - Investigation of death
Section 38(1)(b) - Personal Data
Section 39(1) - Health and Safety
The information sought is held for the purpose of an investigation resulting in a report to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service as regards the cause of death of a person.
Public disclosure would also have a negative impact on the mental health and wellbeing of the family and friends of the deceased who, irrespective of the public curiosity surrounding this case, have the right to grieve in private.
Whist we accept that this incident happened in a public place and generated significant curiosity and speculation, a person has died in tragic circumstances and that interest is not a compelling enough reason to override their right to privacy, even in death.

3. Records of retention and deletion policies applied to this footage.   
The information sought is held by Police Scotland, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the section 25(1) exemption applies:
“Information which the applicant can reasonably obtain other than by requesting it […] is exempt information”.
The information sought is publicly available:
Record Retention SOP 

4. Confirmation of whether the footage was reviewed by Police Scotland and whether it has been disclosed to the Procurator Fiscal.
I can confirm that the CCTV footage was reviewed by Police Scotland. The footage was also sent to the Procurator Fiscal as part of the death report. 

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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