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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2158
Responded to:  11 November 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
1 - How many officers were assaulted while on duty in the past four years, and up to July 2025?
Please give separate figures for 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 and up to July 2025. 
If possible, please break them down by gender of the victim too. 
It is important to note that during the period specified in your request, there was a change to the way in which assaults against police officers and police staff is recorded. 
From 1 April 2024, the new crime classifications introduced were: ‘Common Assault of police officer/staff (with injury)’, ‘Common Assault of police officer/staff (without injury)’, and ‘Serious Assault of police officer/staff’. 
As such, the table below details the number of recorded police officer assault charges from 1 April 2024 to 31 July 2025, inclusive:
	Crime Category
	2024
	2025

	Common Assault
	5,434
	4,407

	Serious Assault
	 15
	 11


All statistics are provisional and should be treated as management information. 
All data have been extracted from Police Scotland internal systems and are correct as of 10 October 2025.
The recorded crimes were extracted using the date raised and selecting the crime codes associated with: ‘Common Assault of police officer/staff (with injury)’, ‘Common Assault of police officer/staff (without injury)’, and ‘Serious Assault of a police officer/staff’. To reiterate, these crime codes only came into force on 1 April 2024.
Additionally, the table below details the gender of some of the victims* of those recorded police officer assault charges:
	Gender of Victim
	Crime Category
	2024
	2025

	Female
	Common Assault
	1,255
	1,075

	
	Serious Assault
	 3
	 4

	Male
	Common Assault
	3,045
	2,628

	
	Serious Assault
	 9
	 7


*Please note that not all victims’ details will be recorded for police assaults as a number of them will only have Police Force (PF) as the Complainer.
For the period prior to 2024, the relevant crime classifications were ‘Common Assault of an emergency worker’, which includes police officers, prison officers, firefighters, paramedics and other personnel involved in emergency services, as well as ‘Serious Assault’, which includes any victim (regardless of occupation).
Therefore, the only way to provide an accurate response to your request would be to manually review all the relevant assault-related crime reports from 2021 onwards case-by-case to ascertain whether a police officer was the victim of assault, and if so whether female or male specifically. 
Given the volume of reports that would be required to be read through for that over three-year period, I estimate this exercise would far exceed the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process and I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
To be of some assistance, I have included the below table which details the number of recorded assaults charged under police assault legislation from 1 January 2021 to 31 March 2024, inclusive:
	Crime Category
	2021
	2022
	2023
	2024

	Common Assault
	7,170
	6,593
	6,833
	1,518

	Serious Assault
	 28
	 28
	 15
	 8


Police assaults were identified by returning all data for ‘Common Assault of an emergency worker’ and ‘Serious Assault’ and reducing with the following police assault legislation:
ASSAULT OFFICER EXEC OF DUTY
ASSAULT, OFFICER IN EXECUTION OF THEIR DUTY
COMMON ASSAULT (POLICE (S) ACT 1967 S 41(1)(A) PTY ASSAULT)
POLICE (S) ACT 1967 - POLICE OFFICER (FROM JULY 2009) S. 41(1)(A) (COM ASSLT)
POLICE (SCOTLAND) ACT 1967: S41(1)(A)
POLICE & FIRE REF (S) 2012 - ASSAULT OFFICER COMMON S. 90(1)(A)
POLICE & FIRE REF (S) 2012 - ASSAULT OFFICER SERIOUS S. 90(1)(A)
POLICE & FIRE REF 2012 S90(1)(A) ASSAULT OFFICER EXEC OF DUTY
POLICE ACT 1996 - ASSAULT BTP S. 89(1)
POLICE AND FIRE REFORM (SCOTLAND) ACT 2012: S90(1)(A)
POLICE AND FIRE REFORM (SCOTLAND) ACT 2012: S90(1)(A)&(2)(A)
SERIOUS ASSAULT (POLICE (S) ACT 1967 41(1)(A)
In this case, although legislation was used to narrow the scope, data still includes British Transport police officers as well as members of Police Scotland staff (e.g. custody staff).
So even if we were to consider the requests in terms of the data provided above it would unfortunately still be exempt under section 12(1) as all 22,193 police assault charge reports would have to be assessed one-by-one to establish the number relevant to Police Scotland police officers (as well as to determine the victim’s gender). 

2. How many new officers were employed by this force in 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 and up to July 2025? 
Please break the stats down per year and gender. 
The table below details the number of new officers for all ranks employed by Police Scotland broken down by gender over the past four years to July 2025, inclusive:
	
	Recruit Headcount

	Year
	Female
	Male

	2021
	287
	337

	2022
	355
	562

	2023
	181
	428

	2024
	303
	663

	1 Jan – 30 June 2025
	133
	192



If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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