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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2300
Responded to:  01 December 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
1. Please provide copies of all documents, powerpoint presentations, and/or guidance materials regarding the identification of support for "Palestine Action".
a. I note that a document was disclosed (Instructions about tackling the hate speech and actions by HAMAS supporters on the marches | Metropolitan Police) by the Metropolitan Police regarding "instructions about tackling the hate speech and actions by HAMAS supporters on the marches." I am seeking similar, equivalent, and/or updated documents that may include mention of "Palestine Action".
b. Please also disclose documents related to this that may have been delivered to the police constabulary from the Home Office, Counter Terrorism Policing, or other organisations. Please disclose from which organisation the document originated.
In response to this part of your request, please see attached documents found meeting the specifics of your request titled Applicant Data 01-07. 
Please note that many of the documents are revised versions of the original, as new information became available and briefings were tailored accordingly. As you are entitled to information, and not copies of documents as such, we have provided only the most recent version within the attachments.
I must also advise that further documents held by Police Scotland have been refused in their entirety and several of the documents provided have information redacted. I am refusing to provide this information in terms of Section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the following exemptions apply:
Section 30(c) - Prejudice to the Effective Conduct of Public Affairs
Information is exempt information if its disclosure under the Act would otherwise prejudice substantially, or be likely to prejudice substantially, the effective conduct of public affairs. 
In this case department names and telephone numbers have been redacted. To release these publicly through FOI legislation could negatively impact on the operational effectiveness of Police Scotland and our partners. 
They are used for operational/ business purposes, and this information has been removed to ensure that internal processes are protected.
Release of telephone numbers which are not in the public domain could negatively impact on the operational effectiveness of Police Scotland and our partners. Accordingly, and to ensure that internal processes are protected this information cannot be provided.
There can be no public interest in disclosing information which would make it more difficult to offer an efficient and effective service.
Section 35(1)(a) & (1)(b) - Law Enforcement
Section 31(1) – National Security and Defence
Disclosure would prejudice substantially the prevention or detection of crime and the apprehension or prosecution of offender and the ability of Police Scotland to keep people safe from harm and the ability to safeguard national security.
Public awareness would favour disclosure as it could provide the pubic with better understanding of operational policing, increase public debate and provide information which may allow the public to take steps to better protect themselves. This awareness may also lead to more information being passed to police by the public as they become more alert to suspicious activity.
However, any disclosure under FOI legislation is a disclosure to the world at large and any information identifying the focus of policing activity could be used to the advantage of criminals. 
It is important to note that the UK faces a serious and sustained threat from violent extremists.
Disclosure would assist groups, organisations and those with hostile intent by providing them with a tactical advantage when planning or perpetrating any unlawful activities, thereby maximising the impact of destruction, harm and disruption that may be caused, whilst avoiding being brought to justice. 
More crime would be committed because members of proscribed terrorist organisations as well as terrorists more widely, would have knowledge of operational capability, tactics, strategy and intelligence which would allow then to operate more effectively as well as avoid detection. 
Whilst there is a public interest in transparency of policing and promotion of public debate to improve response, there is a far stronger public interest in safeguarding national security, the integrity of operational policing and keeping the public safe which clearly favours non-disclosure of this specific information.
It is doubtful it could ever be in the public interest to disclose information which would jeopardise the delivery of policing and the safety of individuals and prejudice the prevention or detection of crime.

2. Please disclose relevant documents related to the identification of Hamas, Houthi, and/or Hezbollah supporters that have been used/published since July 2024 (not including the one I included in the link above) 
An extensive search of our systems was carried out to identify any documents held matching the specifics of your request, we can confirm the information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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