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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2788
Responded to:  6th November 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
1. How much money has Police Scotland spent on court cases in each of the last five years, with a breakdown on what the money was spent on, i.e what cases?
[I mean all court cases Police Scotland have been involved in, i.e all of these settlements, employment tribunals, compensation claims and payments, cost of the case being held in court but not police officers giving evidence in criminal cases.]
Unfortunately, I regret to inform you that I estimate it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
By way of explanation, Police Scotland do not record legal expenses per court case. Instead, legal expenses for court cases are recorded and broken down into the following account codes: counsel’s opinion work fees, court dues, external solicitor fees, and legal costs.
However, it is important to note that these account codes are not specific to court-related costs. For example, counsel’s opinion costs will not be exclusively connected to court cases since their opinions are sought and obtained for various purposes, such as misconduct matters that are not concluded in court.
Furthermore, whilst information relating to Third Party Legal Expenses paid out to individual cases is held, details are recorded within the files relating to each individual case. 
As such, the only way to provide an accurate response to your request would be to manually review the files associated with each individual court case that Police Scotland has been involved in to ascertain all the associated costs case-by-case.
Given the volume of material that would be required to be read through and calculated for the five-year period specified, this exercise would far exceed the cost limit set out in the Fees Regulations. 
To be of some assistance, I have included a table below which details the total expenditure recorded under each of the above-mentioned account codes over the last five years, inclusive. 
 
If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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	Legal Expense 
	2020/21 
	2021/22
	2022/23 
	2023/24
	2024/25
	Total (Expense)

	Counsel’s Opinion Work Fees
	384,716.91
	743,546.87
	484,555.88
	311,252.50
	470,949.58
	2,395,021.74

	Court Dues
	40,714.93
	91,158.51
	53,610.69
	42,836.47
	42,028.71
	270,349.31

	External Solicitor Fees
	711,075.92
	867,435.80
	412,033.85
	505,216.82
	636,833.13
	3,132,595.52

	Legal Costs 
	67,938.23
	131,463.37
	50,840.78
	56,164.81
	114,606.86
	421,014.05

	Grand Total (Year) 
	1,204,445.99
	1,833,604.55
	1,001,041.20
	915,470.60
	1,264,418.28
	6,218,980.62
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