OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL
	[image: ]
	
Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3528
Responded to:  07 November 2025


I refer to your recent request for information which has been replicated in part below, together with our response.
I am not sure if you can help me or point me in the correct direction, I am trying to fine out information regarding a historical road traffic accident that happened in 1974.
The information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act applies.
In terms of the road traffic accident referred to in your request involving a relative (whose name has not been replicated in our response), the retention period for fatal Road Traffic Collisions is ordinarily 10 years, meaning any records from the 1970s would have been destroyed. Please refer to page 165 & 166 of the Record Retention SOP.  
If you are looking to access a specific record held by NRS or Archives, then I would suggest that you reach out to them in the first instance with details, and they can consult with our Records Management Team regarding any disclosure issues.
Alternatively, our Records Management Team may be able to provide some advice, if you can share details of the specific records sought.
They can be contacted via contactus@scotland.police.uk – please mark your email as for the attention of the Force Records Management Team.​

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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