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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-0197
Responded to:  27 January 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
1. The total number of individual reports of alleged 'hate crimes' submitted to all 'Third Party Reporting Centres' which are listed on the Police Scotland website which have subsequently been referred on to Police Scotland since 1 April 2024. Can this information please be broken down naming each Third Party Reporting Centre and which geographic region they are in 
2. The total number of reports of alleged crimes which are not 'hate crimes' which have been passed on to Police Scotland by all listed Third Party Reporting Centres since 1 April 2024, broken down by each individual Third Party Reporting Centre and the geographical region they are in
3. The total number of reports passed to Police Scotland by Third Party Reporting Centres since 1 April 2024 of alleged 'hate crimes' which have subsequently resulted in the pressing of criminal charges by Police Scotland against individuals, broken down by specific Third Party Reporting Centre and geographic region.
[bookmark: _Hlk168916401]Prior to responding I would ask that you note that reporting hate crime was a specific recommendation from the Macpherson Report, however, should a person attend a TPRC for any other reason they will be supported. Police Scotland is committed to supporting victims of crime which includes those affected by sexual assaults, rapes or domestic abuse whereby we work closely with other forms of TPRC including Local Rape Crisis Centres and Sexual Assault Response Co-ordination Services (SARCS) as many people, for various reasons, are reluctant to report directly to the police. Third party reporting is an important way to overcome this. Details of support mechanisms for reporting sexual crimes can be found on our website - https://www.scotland.police.uk/advice-and-information/rape-and-sexual-crime/help-for-victims-of-sexual-crime/ 


In relation to the 3 questions noted above, unfortunately, I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request and I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
By way of explanation, there is no straightforward method to extract the information you require. When a member of the public attends at a TPRC, they are supported to complete a secure online form hosted on the Police Scotland website. This form is submitted securely to Police Scotland who on receipt will assess the information received. However, no immediate information is received that records if support from a TPRC was provided. As such, to identify how many crimes are reported via TPRC, a manual assessment of each hate crime would need to take place to determine if any record was entered into the free text of the report.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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