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1.
Purpose

The Police Service of Scotland has a duty to protect as far as is reasonably practicable, the health, safety and welfare of staff who are required to attend incidents on the road network and others affected by their actions. This document outlines the procedures to be adopted by Police Officers attending such incidents.
For further guidance refer to the Policing Scotland’s Roads Manual.
2.
Police Attendance at Incidents on the Road Network
When attending incidents on the road network consideration must be given at an early stage as to the most suitable response. This should include how many and what type of police units should attend. All officers are required to complete the online Moodle course - Locus Protection.
Incidents on Motorways and Dual Carriageways

When information is received of an incident on a motorway or dual carriageway (part of the Fast Road Network) a Road Policing (RP) vehicle will be directed to attend. Where no RP resources are available and the incident requires an immediate response then local policing vehicles may be dispatched. Full use of the appropriate emergency vehicle lights will be made and reflective clothing will be worn at all times. Officers are reminded of the importance of carrying out a dynamic risk assessment when dealing with these type of incidents (refer to The Motorway Traffic (Scotland) Regulations 1995 for further guidance).
The Area Control Room (ACR) will continue to identify a Road Policing (RP) vehicle to attend any incidents on our Fast Road network, but there will be occasions when for operational reasons this is impracticable, and local divisional officers will be first to attend such incidents. In these circumstances every effort should be made to ensure two marked divisional cars attend on each occasion. This will allow for the placement of the necessary warning signs/cones at the locus, and the positioning of both police vehicles to provide locus protection and give early warning of any impending obstruction or lane closure to approaching traffic.

Additionally, the following list should be considered as a guide to operational officers on the ‘common sense’ practicalities when attending incidents on Fast Roads. It should be emphasised this list is not exhaustive:

· Contact the ACR and request the assistance of an RP car on arrival;

· High visibility jackets must be worn at all times;

· One officer should act as a ‘spotter’ monitoring approaching traffic to warn of any unforeseen dangers;

· All members of the public should be directed onto the verge and be dealt with off the carriageway;

· Police Vehicles should be parked at a slight angle at a safe distance behind the incident, with all emergency lights activated (refer to the manual on Policing Scotland's Roads for further information and guidance in relation to positioning vehicles, signage and coning);

· Don’t walk between vehicles, and where possible face oncoming traffic.

Clearly it is imperative that all marked divisional vehicles are fully equipped with the agreed level of 'Police Slow' signs and cones, and that vehicle emergency light bars are fully functional. Local supervisors must therefore ensure that weekly vehicle checks are conducted in accordance with the Divisional Audit Toolkit, and that the necessary steps are taken to ensure missing equipment is replenished and any emergency lighting defects are repaired immediately. Marked Divisional cars should carry a minimum of 6 cones and 6 accident signs.

Refer to the Policing Scotland’s Roads Manual for further guidance on how to position police vehicles at a scene.

Hazard Warning Lights / Emergency Telephones

Hazard warning lights and emergency roadside telephones are situated at approximate 1 mile intervals along the motorway network. These are linked directly to the Traffic Scotland Control Room who monitor, control and can activate the lights.

Abandoned Vehicles on Motorways

No vehicle will, unless special circumstances apply and with the knowledge of the attending RP officer, be allowed to remain on a motorway in excess of 30 minutes.

Any information regarding abandoned vehicles must immediately be communicated to the ACR who will make all reasonable efforts to contact the owner of the vehicle and have it removed. Where these reasonable attempts have failed and vehicles have not been removed within the specified time period they will be removed by the Vehicle Recovery Scheme with the owner liable for any charges incurred for removal and storage.
Winter Maintenance
Winter maintenance of the motorways and trunk roads is the responsibility of the operating company. All requests for gritting / snow clearance will be directed through ACRs.
Gritting and snow clearance is available 24 hours on motorways and trunk roads only.

Full details of all procedures are available at the relevant ACR.

Pedestrians on Motorways

Motorways are designed solely for vehicles and do not facilitate pedestrian access. A pedestrian on the motorway is vulnerable, may contravene the motorway regulations and should be removed as soon as possible.

The safety of pedestrians, police officers, police staff and other road users is paramount. Consideration should be given to the most appropriate, and safe, method of directing a person away from the motorway and this may involve transporting the person to the next junction or service area.

Where a pedestrian is found on a motorway, officers should give consideration to the following:

· The person is committing an offence;

· Full particulars should be noted and checks, where practicable, should be carried out with the Police National Computer / Criminal History System (PNC/CHS);

· Where circumstances warrant it, powers of arrest should be invoked;
· A child or young person on the motorway may be in need of care and protection and, in all such circumstances, a VPD must be submitted and consideration may be given  to removing them to a place of safety (refer to Child Protection SOP for further guidance).
In the event of a person running away from an officer on the motorway, careful consideration should be given to an officer’s actions. A dynamic risk assessment of all the circumstances and factors involved must be carried out before deciding whether to pursue, provide cover using the police vehicle or instigate other procedures.

Members of the public, having been involved in any incident, should not be allowed to wander unsupervised on or near a live carriageway. They should be directed to a safe area, potentially the nearside verge, and given clear instruction to remain there unless directed otherwise by a Police Officer.

Should pedestrians have to enter a live carriageway for any reason such as returning to their vehicle, they should be escorted by a Police Officer wearing suitable high visibility clothing.
3.
Positioning of Police Vehicles / Cones / Signs
On arrival at the locus, the first Police vehicle should be parked at the rear of the incident either in the 'fend off' position (parked diagonally in the lane in which the incident has occurred with the front of the vehicle facing towards the centre of the road) or if the incident has occurred within lane 2 of a dual carriageway, the 'fend in' position (parked diagonally with the front of the Police vehicle facing towards the centre of the road).
Unmarked Police vehicles should only be used to protect incident scenes on the road in exceptional circumstances. This should not be undertaken except following a dynamic risk assessment and where the vehicle is equipped with appropriate signs and cones and staff have access to high visibility jackets. Where staff in an unmarked vehicle not so equipped, come across incidents, they should park their vehicle safely with the hazard lights activated. The officers should advise the ACR, seeking the assistance of a marked unit and, if necessary, warn oncoming traffic from a position of safety. The overriding factor is that staff in such circumstances should not place themselves in a position of danger.

All other Emergency Service vehicles should thereafter be parked between the rearmost Police vehicle and the incident itself.

4.
Clothing
Police Officers attending incidents on the roads network will wear their police issue high visibility jackets which must be securely fastened to ensure maximum visibility.
5. 
Road Traffic Collisions

Definitions

STATs 19
Slight - a slight injury collision is defined as a collision in which nobody is fatally or seriously injured, but at least one person is slightly injured. Examples of 'Slight' injury are: Sprains; not necessarily requiring medical treatment; neck whiplash injury; bruises; slight cuts; slight shock requiring roadside attention. Persons who are merely shaken and who have no other injury should NOT be included unless they receive or appear to need medical treatment.

Serious - a serious injury collision is one which does not cause death and which is in one (or more) of the following categories:

(a) An injury for which a person is detained in hospital as an in-patient; 

(b) Any of the following injuries (whether or not the person is detained in hospital): fractures, concussion, internal injuries, crushing, severe cuts and lacerations, severe general shock requiring treatment and injuries causing death, 30 or more days after the accident.
Fatal - A fatal collision is defined as a collision in which at least one person is fatally injured. Fatal injury includes instances where someone dies within 30 days of a collision. Deaths outwith the 30 days, or from natural causes or suicide will be investigated but will not be recorded as a fatality for statistical purposes.
CRaSH

	Injury 
Category 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Slight
	Shock
	Bruising
	Sprains & Strains
	Shallow

Cuts / Lacerations / Abrasions

 
	Whiplash or neck pain

	Less Serious
	Other head injury 
	Deep cuts / lacerations
	Fractured arm / collarbone / hand
	Fractured Lower leg ankle / foot
	

	Moderately Serious 
	Multiple severe injuries, conscious
	Deep penetrating wound
	Other chest injury, not bruising
	Fractured pelvis or upper leg
	Loss of arm or leg (or part)

	Very Serious
	Multiple severe injuries, unconscious
	Internal injuries
	Severe chest injury, any difficulty breathing
	Severe head injury, unconscious
	Broken neck or back

	Fatal
	Deceased
	
	
	
	


Reportable Collision:

A reportable collision is defined under the Road Traffic Act 1988 Section 170 and describes the legal responsibility on those drivers involved to report the matter to the police. Where those involved exchange personal details including insurance details, there is no legal requirement to report a collision to the police, and this applies particularly to non-injury collisions involving both vehicles and third party property.
In all instances where a collision is reported to the police via the service centre, the attendance criteria will be applied, detailed in section 5 of this SOP, if the criteria is met an incident on the System for Tasking and Operational Resource Management (STORM) will be created by C3 for tasking and operational resource management. If the attendance criteria is not met the information provided by the caller will be logged on STORM and coded appropriately.
Recordable Collision:

When dealing with a recordable collisions (see Collision Attendance and Recording) officers will be required to submit a Collision Report on the Collision Reporting and Sharing system (CRaSH). In general, only fatal and injury road traffic collisions will be input to the CRaSH system for the purposes of STATS 19. Fatal and injury collisions that fall out with the scope of STATS 19, e.g. those occurring off-road or classed as suicides / medical deaths, will be recorded but clearly endorsed as such.

With the exception of those involving police vehicles, there is no requirement to record NON-INJURY collisions on the Collision Recording System, the information will be logged by C3 in accordance with the attendance criteria.

All fatal and injury collisions that are reported, attended or enquired into by Police should be recorded on to the CRaSH application by the reporting officer prior to the end of their shift period.

For further information in relation to the CRaSH application refer to the CRaSH Users Guide.
Attendance Criteria

In general terms, where non-injury collisions have occurred and drivers have exchanged details as required by the Road Traffic Act 1988 Section 170, there should be no requirement for Police to attend the scene.

Whilst instruction cannot be prescriptive the following scenarios will assist when considering the need for Police attendance:

· Where there is a report of injury. (In these circumstances the collision must also be “Recorded”);

· When the carriageway is in any way obstructed, there is road surface spillage or there is concern regarding the safety of other road users due to the location of the collision;

· When the collision is causing a degree of traffic congestion;

· When it is reported that a driver is suspected to be under the influence of alcohol or drugs;

· Where it is reported that a driver is suspected to have no driving documents or the vehicle is suspected to be unroadworthy;

· When there is an allegation of dangerous or careless driving;

· Where the collision involves damage to any other property or injury or death of an animal in terms of the Road Traffic Act 1988, Section 170 and the owner of said property or animal is not present at the scene;
·   Where having regard to all the circumstance, attendance is desirable;
· Where it is suspected that the collision has been staged or induced in furtherance of insurance fraud.

Guidelines have been provided by the Procurator Fiscal in relation to the reporting of drivers involved in collisions. These should not be used in deciding whether or not Police attendance at the scene of a road traffic collision is required.

All road traffic collisions reported to the Police will be logged by C3 on STORM.

It may not be possible to satisfy the attendance criteria laid out for non-injury road traffic collisions by telephone dialogue, necessitating the dispatch of a police unit to carry out an assessment. The dispatch of a unit will only be to clarify the circumstances of the collision and to report where appropriate.

Attendance Recording

Where it is concluded that the criteria for attendance have not been met, the caller should be advised accordingly. This can be done by Service Centre Advisors, who will record the reasons for non-attendance on STORM.

Police officers will not be dispatched to a locus merely at the insistence of a complainer where the attendance criteria is not met. Where drivers have discharged their responsibilities under the Road Traffic Act 1988, Section 170, save for the criteria detailed in scenarios above, there is no requirement for Police attendance, irrespective of what a driver’s insurance company may require.

Collision Attendance and Recording

Whilst there may be a requirement to attend a collision (see Attendance Criteria), the circumstances may not always require the submission of a Collision Report however, the STORM incident will require to be updated accordingly.
STORM incidents will require the following information prior to closure based on the information provided by the attending officers:

· Time and date of the crash;

· Location;

· Clear language description of crash including type of vehicle(s), Vehicle Registration Mark (VRM), direction of travel and supposed cause;

· Driver(s) details; including driving licence and insurance details;
· Additional information in respect of damage to third party property, including animals, where the owner has not been notified at the time.

If Police attend the scene and establish the circumstances are not reportable (no collision report required), officers will note their reasons for not recording the collision in their official notebooks / mobile device and have the STORM incident updated accordingly.
Non-Injury Collision Logging:

Where officers have attended and ascertained that the collision does not meet the recording criteria the information should be logged as per the nonattendance recording procedure (Section 4) through the STORM incident. In general, this will apply to all Non-Injury collisions (other than those involving police vehicles).

Where a Non-Injury collision involves damage to third-party property / animal or an offence then additional detail will require to be logged on the STORM incident as follows:

· Damage to third-party property or animals – where the owner is not informed at the time, full details of the person(s) involved and insurance details must be added to the incident log;
· “Hit and run” collisions or where other offences are detected – also require sufficient detail logged on the STORM incident (see above for details required) and the relevant Crime Report to be raised to facilitate any necessary enquiry.

Fatal and Injury Collision Recording:

A Collision Report must be submitted for all Fatal and Injury collisions and those involving police vehicles. Fatal and injury collisions that fall out with the scope of STATS 19, e.g. those occurring off-road or classed as suicides / medical deaths, will be recorded but clearly endorsed as such.

Where it is required to fully record the collision then the reporting officer will be responsible for submitting a report on the CRaSH system. Officers should complete the report with as much detail as possible prior to the end of that shift. The STORM reference numbers should be added to the CRaSH report and when it has been submitted the CRaSH number must be updated onto the STORM incident.

Where specific details e.g. full extent of injuries etc. have yet to be ascertained, these should be updated as soon as possible but in any case all information, updates or corrections should be submitted within seven days unless exceptional circumstances apply.

It is vital that information provided is as accurate as possible.
The responsibility for further enquiry into the crash generally remains with that officer unless:

· In the case of a road death or likely to prove collisions the enquiry will normally be undertaken by a Road Policing Officer;

· In the case of crashes where serious criminal offences are involved the responsibility of the enquiry into the crash will generally remain with the Criminal Investigation Department (CID).

Officers receiving a report of a collision, which occurred out with the Police Service of Scotland area where different recording systems are still in place, will require to pass the information to the appropriate area to ensure that this is recorded on the appropriate local system. Where the Force use the CRaSH system to record their collisions a report can be raised and transferred via this system.

Data Quality:

Police Scotland record data in respect of all reported fatal, serious & minor injury road traffic collisions. This data is known as Stats19 and is provided to the Scottish and UK Governments, and Local Authorities. The Scottish and UK Government publish statistics based on the data we provide and use it to inform national road safety policy and improve trunk roads. Local Authorities use the data to inform local road safety policy and improve local roads. It is therefore imperative that the data collected is accurate. For further information on data recording see – Data Protection SOP.
Electric / Hybrid Vehicles

Due to the growth in the use of electric and hybrid vehicles (E&HVs) Officers attending RTCs are increasingly likely to come across them after having been involved in a collision. Officers require to be aware of additional hazards they may be exposed to when working around these vehicles, compared with standard petrol or diesel vehicles. 

Voltages present in E&HVs are much higher than those used in standard petrol or diesel vehicles, usually 400V but up to 650V direct current compared to 12/24. This significant difference means that even in dry conditions, accidental contact with parts that are live can be fatal.

Types of Vehicle, Hazards and Precautions

Details of the types of vehicle, along with hazards that may be encountered and precautions to be taken by officers attending RTCs can be found within the Safety Alert – Electric / Hybrid Vehicles.
Attending Officers – Initial Actions

The safety of officers at the scene of a collision and others present at the locus is paramount and cannot be emphasised enough. Officers will only be able to assist and help the victims of a collision by ensuring the locus is completely secure and free from any dangers. High visibility jackets must be worn when attending any road crash.
Officers attending at a locus should protect it to:

· Prevent another collision and to provide a safe area where all the emergency services can work.
· Protect and preserve evidence and personal property.

To achieve this you must use Traffic Cones, Signs and / or Vehicles which are appropriate and sufficient to protect the locus.
The identification of the locus is of paramount importance. It must be recognised that the locus may not be confined to a small area immediately surrounding the resting place of a vehicle. Due consideration must be given to identifying the route taken by a vehicle, particularly if it has left the roadway and travelled for any distance. Where a vehicle is out of control a body can be thrown a considerable distance from the vehicle and come to rest some distance from the vehicle’s resting place.

It may be necessary to look beyond the obvious as the parameters of the locus may well extend beyond where the vehicle(s) is found. It will also be necessary to identify routes taken by the vehicle or any persons, whether victim or witness. There may be more than one locus.

Officers must secure the locus in order to preserve evidence and minimise contamination from whatever source. In order to do this effectively it may be necessary to restrict entry to essential personnel only.

In order to secure the locus it must be protected by whatever means are appropriate.  It may be necessary to effect physical barriers using vehicles or personnel until such time as proper cordon material is available. The assistance of local authority or network agencies should be sought at an early stage.

It is the duty of all police officers to protect life and where, at any locus, there is an injured casualty requiring attention; they must be attended to after securing the locus. Medical assistance should be sought but pending its arrival it may be necessary to administer first aid.

The treatment, and removal, of a casualty may cause considerable disturbance to a locus and if this is the case then this should be noted. If possible officers should mark the position of any item prior to moving, including the position of casualties.

When approaching any collision locus consideration should be given to the safety of police officers, other emergency services and members of the public.

By applying the following METHANE framework, a safe and methodical approach can be carried out. In the initial stages of an incident the first officers attending the scene should not get involved in rescue work. They should survey and assess the situation before disseminating the following information to the Police Area Control Room:

· Major Incident declared? Has, or should a major incident be declared?;
· Exact Location What is the exact location or geographical area of the incident? Be as precise as possible;

· Type of Incident What type of incident is it? e.g. flooding, fire, CBRN, explosion etc.;

· Hazards present, potential or suspected Consider potential severity of the impact;

· Access – routes that are safe to use Include suggested RVP;

· Number, type, severity of casualties Be as accurate as possible;

· Emergency Services present and those required What services are there and who else do you need.
The officers should then commence a log.

This information should be relayed immediately on arrival thereby allowing it to be disseminated as necessary. Officers should also consider the following ACE CARD points:

· Approach from the rear (where possible);

· Caution signs (Police emergency/motorway signals);

· Examine scene;

· Casualties;
· Ambulance and other emergency services;

· Remove obstruction;
· Detailed investigation.
Each feature of the ACE CARD procedure must be considered in sequence but not necessarily implemented on every occasion.

Damage to Third-Party Property or Animals

It is the responsibility of the officers at the scene to identify and record damage to roadside furniture and / or boundary walls or fencing. The owner / responsible person must be informed of the damage.

Where damage has been caused to boundary walls or fencing, containing livestock, every effort must be made to ensure their safety and security In these circumstances, prompt contact with the owner / or other responsible person is essential to allow repairs to be made.

An insurance company can, on application to the police and payment of a standard fee, obtain the details of persons involved, if these are held on STORM. Where a collision report has been input to the collision recording system, an abstract police report will be provided.

Investigating a Collision:

When investigating collisions officers must make all reasonable inquiries. Any evidence gathered must be properly recorded and retained. Evidence gathered should be recorded in official notebooks / mobile device. The use of photography and video evidence should also be considered.
On attending at any road collision, officers must consider:

· Identification of vehicle(s) involved;

· Identification of victims;

· Identification of witnesses;

· Identification of suspects;

· Investigation of impairment through drink, drugs and fatigue;

· Where there is a death or serious injury which may lead to death, contact must be made with the Road Policing Unit.

It is of paramount importance that all available evidence is gathered at the locus. Failure to fully gather evidence at the locus may hinder any subsequent investigation or result in the loss of evidence.

Witnesses:

It is vital that all witnesses are identified, even those who may have left the locus prior to police attendance. Full and detailed statements should be obtained from all witnesses, where appropriate, as soon as possible after the collision. Where the obtaining of statements is not practicable or suitable at the locus arrangements should be made to have these obtained as soon as possible.

When obtaining witness statements it is important to include:

· Identification;

· Description;

· Positioning;

· Knowledge;

· Vehicle descriptions and details;

· Any relevant information.

It is important to obtain as detailed a statement as possible in an effort to eliminate any ambiguities.

Vehicle(s):

Details of vehicle(s) involved will primarily be sourced from the locus. It may be necessary to carry out urgent enquiries in relation to vehicles at or observed near the scene. These enquiries may lead to the early identification of casualties, witnesses or suspects. The use of Police National Computer (PNC), Criminal Intelligence, Crime Recording, Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) and Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) should be considered as sources of information.

Identification:

Any casualty or fatality should be identified as soon as possible. Where a casualty or fatality has identification on them this should be confirmed by another source where verbal communication is not possible. Where identification is not possible or not confirmed then a record should be made of clothing being worn together with a physical description. Every effort should be made to have a casualty identified including the use of the fingerprints, DNA and the media.

Collisions often happen close to the victim’s home, and families may be informed through others and then attend the scene without warning. Although immediate identification may then occur, officers should be aware of the distress to relatives at the scene.

Suspects:

Where there is a suspect then every effort should be made to identify this person without delay. Where the suspect has left the scene, officers who have not attended the scene should be tasked to effect such actions since this will avoid cross contamination where DNA or other physical evidence is used.

Officers should guard against the escape of any potential offender and the intentional or accidental destruction of evidence (e.g. tachograph charts, documents, reconnection of speed limiter, etc.).

If suspects or other innocent parties involved have been identified and are still at the scene then care should be taken not to bring the victim’s family into contact with them for their own safety.

The suspect for a collision may still be present at the scene and may be injured and require hospitalisation. Any decision to arrest an injured suspect must be made with due regard to policy and powers. All circumstances, particularly the severity of the suspect’s injuries and the likelihood of the suspect absconding must be considered. Even where the suspect appears uninjured and has been arrested the arresting officer should consider appropriate medical examination to confirm the person is fit to be detained. At such a time the medical practitioner (e.g. Force Medical Examiner) or Registered Health Care Professional (custody nurse) must be made aware of the full circumstances of the collision.

This is obviously in addition to any procedure for investigating impairment through drink or drug (For further guidance see the Drink, Drugs Driving SOP).

Where a suspect is arrested at the scene this should be made known to the officers present since this will have an effect on their powers to enter and search vehicles.

Consideration should be given to the application of the provisions of Section 172 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 for the formal identification of the drivers involved.

Following any collision, the necessity of giving an explicit warning in terms of the Road Traffic Offenders Act 1988, Section 1 should also be considered. (For further guidance see PINS).

Screening Breath and Drug Tests

Where police officers are investigating a road traffic collision, except where precluded by the terms of Section 9 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 (hospital procedure), or in the absence of a compelling reason to the contrary, all drivers involved in the collision are to be required to provide a screening breath test. Any such preclusion under Section 9 or compelling reason to the contrary will be recorded.

Section 9 requires permission from the doctor in charge of the patient’s care, prior to an officer requiring a breath test or other evidential sample from a patient. Officers should record the compelling reasons for not requiring a breath test within their notebooks.

If the roadside breath test is negative and / or drugs are suspected, a preliminary drug test should be considered. Where impairment is still suspected, consider preliminary impairment testing (PIT). Preliminary drug and impairment tests can only be carried out by trained and authorised officers and if such officers are unavailable or not close by, procedures contained in Section 4 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 should be followed (i.e. if impairment apparent arrest).

For further guidance see the Drink, Drugs Driving SOP.
Road Traffic Collisions Involving Security Vehicles

If involved in a road traffic collision the crews of security vehicles may display a card stating:

· I will not open my vehicle (optional depending on the nature of the incident);

· I have called my control room/police for assistance;

· Driver's name;

· Driver's address / company's details;

· Registration mark of the vehicle;

· Vehicle insurance details or particulars of where they may be obtained.

In addition to taking action appropriate to the circumstances of the collision, officers attending such incidents should ensure that the appropriate security company is informed. This should be done via the appropriate ACR or equivalent.

Procedure – Fatal / Likely to Prove

All collisions which involve life threatening or fatal injuries will be attended by Road Policing officers. All investigations will be carried out in accordance with the Police Scotland Road Death Investigation Manual (RDIM) and the Lord Advocate’s Guidelines on Road Traffic Deaths.
RP Division will assume responsibility for the investigation and subsequent reporting of all Road Traffic Collisions where there is injury that is likely to prove fatal or where fatal injury is sustained. When deciding if a collision is likely to prove fatal, officers should consider all available factors, such as age of the casualty, extent of injuries and pre-existing medical condition(s). If there is any uncertainty as to whether or not the collision is likely to prove fatal, RP Division should be consulted and joint consideration given to what action is appropriate. That will be dependent on the circumstances and the evidence available at such an early stage in the enquiry.
Full Scene Investigation – Fatal / Likely to Prove

If the identity of a driver cannot be readily established (such as in the event of a hit and run investigation), or if the circumstances indicate that the collision may have been an intentional act carried out for the purpose of causing injury or death (such as murder / culpable homicide), then a crime SIO should be appointed to lead the enquiry and a joint Crime / RP enquiry team identified.
The Senior Investigating Officer (SIO) will retain overall charge and depending on the nature of the incident may call upon whatever expert assistance is necessary to gather all available evidence. The type of expertise will vary and be proportionate according to the nature of the incident. For example, Procurator Fiscal (PF), Scene Manager, Productions Officer, Media Officer, Pathologist / medical examiner, House to House Teams, Specialist Search Officers, Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) Officers, etc.
Once the scene has been identified, secured and protected, the investigation will commence. Bearing in mind health and safety considerations and following a dynamic Risk Assessment, the SIO in conjunction with the Collision Investigation Officers will consider full or partial road closures to facilitate the safe and detailed examination of the scene. Assistance will be provided by the relevant Roads Authority.

Having secured the scene, the main consideration is the preservation of life. The SIO has overall responsibility for effectively managing the scene in relation to evidence, surface marks on the road, a record of road weather and driving conditions upon arrival, a potential landing site for a helicopter, location of bodily fluids, all items recovered from the scene and a final search of the scene.

Photographic and video evidence of the scene and location and position of each vehicle within the scene should be obtained at an early stage. Similarly, at an early stage in the enquiry, the SIO should consider making contact with duty PF and give them the opportunity, if desirable or thought beneficial, to personally attend at the scene. Where the collision involves a large goods vehicle (LGV) or passenger carrying vehicle (PCV) and where tachograph recording equipment is in use, consideration should be given to summoning the expertise of a qualified tachograph officer and DVSA Examiners. For further guidance in relation to vehicles fitted with tachograph recording equipment see the Tachograph Divisional Guidance.

Mobile phone activity may have been a contributory cause of the collision. Whilst the circumstances of each individual case will be considered on its own merits, consideration should be given to seizing any mobile phone, whether switched on or off, recovered from the deceased or found in or near the vehicle, and forward same to the Mobile Telephone Enquiry Unit or equivalent for initial examination. Do not interfere with the device, just switch it off and leave it off or leave off if already switched off.
Reporting – Fatal / Likely to Prove
When a fatal road collision has occurred it is the responsibility of the SIO to ensure that the PF is informed of the collision as soon as possible. Where the collision has occurred outside normal working hours the duty PF should only be informed in exceptional circumstances. It is the responsibility of the SIO to decide if the PF should be informed or not. Having received an initial briefing from the police the PF will decide whether their attendance at the locus is required, and whether any other immediate directions on the investigation of the death are necessary.

The death report should be reported to the PF as normal (i.e. on or before the next working day). Enquiries must be made to establish whether the deceased was acting in the course of their employment at the time of death and this should be addressed in the death report. The report should also address whether or not the drivers involved were respectively:

· The holders of driving licences, either full or provisional; and if provisional, whether the conditions of said licence were being complied with at the time of driving;

· Disqualified for holding or obtaining a driving licence (the issue of a disqualified driver driving under the conditions of a provisional Licence to allow a test to be re-sat must be addressed);

· Insured in terms of Section 143 of the Road Traffic Act 1988.
In liaison with the PF the police will submit a report or statements within 28 days of the date of the fatal incident. If for any reason the Police anticipate difficulty in meeting this target, the Reporting Officer (RO) should discuss the matter in advance with the PF with a view to agreeing a revised date for submission.

All written reports should be dated and should identify the author. All statements should also be dated.

Senior Investigating Officer Policy File

The Policy File should accurately reflect the important strategic and tactical decisions made by SIOs as they relate to the investigation. It is of vital importance that the SIO records systematically all relevant policy decisions. The recording of why various lines of enquiry were pursued or, equally, why they were not pursued is critical. In addition, the detailed recording of those decisions and the reasons for making them is vital. These Policy Files are a definitive record of a Road Death Investigation upon which the SIO will ultimately rely when later asked to account for policy decisions or action taken. It is difficult to be prescriptive when providing policy guidelines. It is acknowledged that each investigation will identify issues which should be properly recorded and which fall outside these guidelines. In the main, Policy Files should be used to record strategic and important tactical decisions. It is not an action book.
The Police Scotland Policy File will be used for this purpose.
Scene Management / Enquiry Log

The Road Policing Scene Management Action File (Form No. 126-064) will be used to record relevant information and actions at the collision scene.

Thereafter, the Investigating Officer(s) will maintain a detailed log, recording actions, enquiries and other relevant information as the enquiry progresses. Statements will be noted in either an official police notebook/mobile device or on Major Incident Statement forms.

Family Liaison Officers (FLO)
The RDIM lays down the criteria for the consideration of the deployment of a FLO. It is the responsibility of the SIO to determine if the criteria have been met and there is a requirement for a FLO deployment. This will be considered in conjunction with the FLO co-ordinator.

For further information see the Family Liaison National Guidance.

Vehicles

All vehicles involved will be seized from the outset as productions and following the removal from the scene by the attending Contractual Vehicle Recovery Scheme (CVRS) Operator, will be stored under secure conditions, under cover, until examined for any defects which may have been a contributory factor.

In the case of all fatal road collisions the authority of the PF must be given before the vehicle is released.

If required, the CVRS Operator will cover a vehicle and its registration plate during recovery. There is also a facility available to forensically recover a vehicle but this must be specified when requesting the services of CVRS.

Once enquiry at the scene is complete, the CVRS Operator, will as part of their contract, recover all debris from the scene, sweep the carriageway and cover small areas of fluid lost with an appropriate absorbent material. Larger contaminated areas may well require the services of the appropriate Local Authority or operating company.

For further instruction see the Recovery of Vehicles SOP.
Casualty

It is essential that all casualties are identified as soon as possible and the continuity of identification maintained at all stages. Identification procedures will be facilitated by the Investigating Officers or on occasion at the discretion of the SIO, with assistance from the FLO.

Confirmation of life extinct will be provided by a Medical Practitioner or by means of a Paramedic declaration. Following the confirmation of death (PLE), a statement will be noted from the attending Medical Practitioner. In relation to the Paramedics / ambulance technician, their statements will be noted along with a completed 'Declaration of the fact of Death' form, which should be signed by the attending Paramedics.

The Post Mortem (PM) examination will be carried out on the instructions of the PF. Instructions will be given thereafter as to whether a one or two Doctor PM is required, toxicology screening, full statements, Collision Investigation Report, etc.

Identification of the body to the Pathologist is usually carried out by the officers who have had the deceased formally identified to them. This should take place at the earliest opportunity when the officers are on duty and before the date of the post mortem.

Following the issue of a Death Certificate the PF, will authorise release of the body. The family representative or family undertakers should, without undue delay, be notified regarding the release of the body allowing funeral arrangements to proceed.

Any enquiries from the family about Fatal Accident Inquiries (FAI) should be directed to the PF. Police Officers should not enter into discussion with family members about the holding of a FAI. (See RDIM).
Investigation

At the earliest opportunity, SIOs should consider interviewing any potential accused.  Police officers must not charge an accused in a fatal road accident until they are instructed to do so by the PF.

Police officers will detail in the Police Report the perceived need for any further examination by external experts. The need and payment for such experts will be discussed and agreed with the PF in advance. Where such a specialist report is required from an external expert, the police will inform and agree with the PF a target date for the submission of the specialist report.

Fatal Collisions Review

The Police Scotland RDIM

 HYPERLINK "https://spi.spnet.local/policescotland/guidance/_layouts/DocIdRedir.aspx?ID=PSOS-253-1395" \h  recommends the formalisation of a review process in relation to fatal collisions.

6.
Patrolling in Snow

A dynamic risk assessment must be carried out by officers patrolling in snow conditions to ensure that officer safety is not compromised.
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