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Vehicle Defect Rectification Scheme
National Guidance
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1. Purpose / Scope
The Police Service of Scotland hereinafter referred to as Police Scotland operates the Vehicle Defect Rectification Scheme (VDRS). The VDRS is intended to give vehicle owners and drivers the opportunity to make their vehicles roadworthy as an alternative to prosecution. The VDRS should also be promoted as an extremely effective tactic in the drive to make Scotland roads safer. This National Guidance outlines the instructions for the operation of the VDRS.
2.
Vehicle Defect Rectification Scheme VDRS

All authorised Officers are permitted to test vehicles in accordance with Section 67 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 for the purpose of confirming that:

· The Road Vehicle (Construction and Use) Regulation 1986 requirements are met;

· The condition of the vehicle is not such that its use on the road would involve a danger of injury to any person.

Officers are authorised by the Chief Constable and VDRS applies to:

· Cars;

· Car derived vans;

· Motor cycles;

· Vans up to 3500kgs gross permitted weight.

VDRS will not be used for:

· Defects which if the vehicle is continued to be used on a road that constituted a danger to public safety. Please refer to Information has been removed due to its content being exempt in terms of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, Section 35, Law Enforcement;
· Offences detected after a collision;

· Defects contributed to a collision;

· Goods vehicles plated in excess of 3500kgs and PCVs subject to Plating and Testing;

· Vehicles subject to a prohibition notice.

Tyre Depth Gauge

If a tyre gauge is used it is to corroborate the officers’ opinion formed by a visual check.

When a calibrated tyre depth gauge is used there is no requirement to have it recalibrated but if it is supplied with a calibrated block, the block must be used to ensure accuracy prior to using it for a check.

Any reported inaccuracy or defect in the tyre depth gauge must result in its removal from use to be replaced or repaired.
3.
VDRS – Action at Scene
This can be offered to drivers / users of motor vehicles used on a road provided they have a UK address. The decision as to whether a form should be issued lies with the officer.

The issuing officer must:

· Caution and charge the driver;

· Explain that if the requirements of the VDRS are not complied with the driver will be reported for the offences;

· The driver must agree to comply with the scheme before implementation.

Details on the rear of the driver’s copy should be brought to the attention of the driver along with the following:

· Immediate arrangements should be made to have the identified defects rectified;

· Participation in the VDRS does not authorise the continued use of the vehicle in a defective condition;

· Acceptance of the VDRS form does not exempt the driver from prosecution if stopped by another officer;

· There is no requirement to have the defects rectified by a garage. Only an authorised vehicle tested at an approved MOT testing station can validate the certificate on the VDRS form (see exemptions below);

· Any charge made by the garage is a matter between the driver and the garage;

· The driver is responsible for returning the VDRS form to the address detailed on same, within 21 days of the date of issue;

· The driver may scrap the vehicle and provide proof to this effect within the 21 day period. No further action will be taken.

Where a driver elects to take part in the VDRS they will be required to sign the form as evidence of acceptance. Where the driver is not the owner, the owner’s full details must be recorded.  Refer to Data Protection Act 2018 – Data Protection Principles.
If a driver declines a VDRS or subsequently fails to comply with the conditions, they should be reported as normal. No Conditional Offer of Fixed Penalty will be issued.

Exemptions (Scottish Islands only)

On Scottish Islands where there are no MOT testing stations, the driver will be required to produce evidence that the repairs have been carried out. An example of evidence could be the form being stamped by any garage or the vehicle being taken to a local police station for confirmation.
4.
Key Contacts

Information has been removed due to its content being exempt in terms of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, Section 30, Prejudice to effective conduct of public affairs.
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