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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3296
Responded to:  02 December 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
In January 2019 the Scottish Police Authority (“SPA”) issued an Invitation to Tender (ITT) titled “Provision of Boarding-Up Services – Reference PROC070.”
Section 1.10 of that ITT required tenderers to submit a series of wet-signed mandatory declarations (Appendices I–M), specifically:
· Appendix I – Tender Declaration
· Appendix J – No Collusion Certificate
· Appendix K – Declaration of Non-Involvement in Serious Organised Crime (with PSC details)
· Appendix L – Equality & Diversity Statement
· Appendix M – Form of Confidentiality Undertaking
The contract was subsequently awarded to Orbis Protect Ltd (or a related Scottish subsidiary) to deliver nationwide boarding-up services on behalf of Police Scotland.
Information Requested
Under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, I formally request copies of the following records held by the SPA and/or Police Scotland in relation to this procurement:
1. Executed copies (PDF or scanned image) of the signed mandatory declarations (Appendices I–M) submitted by Orbis Protect Ltd or any associated entity, including:
· Tender Declaration;
· No Collusion Certificate;
· Declaration of Non-Involvement in Serious Organised Crime (Appendix K);
· Equality & Diversity Statement;
· Confidentiality Undertaking.
2. Any accompanying schedules or attachments listing the Directors / Persons with Significant Control (PSCs) provided with Appendix K.
I accept redaction of personal addresses or dates of birth under s.38(1)(b) FOISA, provided the names and job titles of signatories remain visible.
3. Any internal or external correspondence (emails, letters, vetting notes or minutes) recording SPA or Police Scotland review, verification or approval of these declarations, including any vetting actions taken under Clause 38 of the ITT (“Vetting”).
4. Any audit, compliance or post-award vetting record confirming that the declarations were reviewed or verified by SPA Procurement or Legal prior to contract award.
Scope and Format
· Timeframe: 1 January 2019 – 31 December 2021
· Preferred format: Electronic PDF copies by email or secure download
· If any material is partially exempt, please release all non-exempt portions with redactions clearly marked and justified by specific FOISA sections.
Please find attached separately three documents which meet the criteria of your request: (FOI 25-3296 – Attachment 01, 02 and 03)
As you are entitled to information, and not copies of documents as such, we have provided only the sections of the document relevant to your request, not the full document. 
You will note that the documents have information redacted, which I am refusing to provide in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the following exemptions apply: 
Section 38(1)(b) - Personal data
Personal data is defined in Article 4 of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) as:
‘Information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (“data subject”); an identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person’
Section 38(2A) of the Act provides that personal data is exempt from disclosure where disclosure would contravene any of the data protection principles set out at Article 5(1) of the GDPR which states that:
‘Personal data shall be processed lawfully, fairly and in a transparent manner in relation to the data subject’
Article 6 of the GDPR goes on to state that processing shall be lawful only if certain conditions are met.
The only potentially applicable condition is set out at Article 6(1)(f) which states: ‘Processing is necessary for the purposes of the legitimate interests pursued by the controller or by a third party, except where such interests are overridden by the interests or fundamental rights and freedoms of the data subject which require protection of personal data. 
Whilst I accept that you may have a legitimate interest with regards the disclosure, I am nonetheless of the view that those interests are overridden by the interests or fundamental rights and freedoms of the data subject(s). 
Accordingly, it is my view that disclosure of the requested information would be unlawful.
Section 30(c) - Prejudice to the Effective Conduct of Public Affairs 
Information is exempt information if its disclosure under the Act would otherwise prejudice substantially, or be likely to prejudice substantially, the effective conduct of public affairs. 
In this instance department names and telephone numbers cannot be disclosed. To release these details publicly through FOI legislation could negatively impact on the operational effectiveness of the service and partner agencies. 
They are used for operational/business purposes, and this information has been removed to ensure that internal processes are protected.
This is a non-absolute exemption which requires the application of the Public Interest Test. 
Public Interest Test
Release of telephone numbers which are not in the public domain could negatively impact on the operational effectiveness of Police Scotland and our partners. Accordingly, and to ensure that internal processes are protected this information cannot be provided.
There can be no public interest in disclosing information which would make it more difficult to offer an efficient and effective service.

It should also be noted that details relating to the company and its directors can be found on Companies House: Companies House 

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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