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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3908
Responded to:  18 December 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
Given that it is a criminal offence under Section 67 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 for any member of the public in Scotland to 'appropriate' (i.e. keep) any lost items valued above the sum of £20 to a Police Station or 'Person who is or appears to be the Owner', how many cautions, recorded police warnings, fines and charges (separate charges involving Theft by Finding or Handling Stolen Goods) were issued by your force towards members of the public for doing the following:
1. Finding lost clothing that was cleaned at their flat/house but either handed into a shop, transport building, Library or other Council Building close to where they live and putting out a public appeal.
2. Finding a VHS Tape or DVD/Blu-Ray, with it's disc still intact  and is either kept in their property or handed it into a shop, transport building, Library or other Council Building close to where they live and a public appeal is made.
3. Found a Bicycle/Push Scooter/E-Bike/Electric Scooter that is cleaned & tested  is either kept in their property or handed it into a shop, transport building, Library or other Council Building close to where they live and a public appeal is made.
4. Found a Book that is either intact or slightly dirty but can be cleaned and is either kept in their property or handed it into a shop, transport building, Library or other Council Building close to where they live and a public appeal is made.
5. Found a Smartphone, Tablet or Laptop but keeping it or handing it into a shop, transport building, Library or other Council Building close to where they live and a public appeal is made.
6. Found Jewellery and is either kept in their property or handed it into a shop, transport building, Library or other Council Building close to where they live and a public appeal is made.
7. Found Toy(s) and is either kept in their property or handed it into a shop, transport building, Library or other Council Building close to where they live and a public appeal is made. 
If data on these cautions is available, can they be separated into the Years, Months & locations of where they happened as well as the ages and gender of those who received those cautions, RCWs, fines and charges they received be shown as well?
Following my FOI Request on the aforementioned matter, the date range for those cautions, RCWs, fines and charges made will need to be between 2nd April 2013 and 31st December 2025.
Unfortunately, I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
To explain, our recording systems have no facility available which would automatically retrieve the level of detail requested. Therefore, all records would need to be manually reviewed to identify the information requested.
Additionally, Police Scotland does not hold data regarding cautions and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.  
In England and Wales, a caution is a formal police warning whereas in Scotland, a caution is simply informing a person of their rights.  It is common law, used when interviewing a suspect, taking a statement from someone who may end up being an accused person, or when charging someone. 


If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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