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Environmental Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3382
Responded to:  10 December 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
As you have requested ‘environmental information’, we are required to progress your request in terms of the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004. 
We are therefore applying the section 39(2) exemption from the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, so that we do not also have to deal with your request under that Act.
The public interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption, because there is no public interest in dealing with the same request under two different regimes. 
This is essentially a technical point and has no material effect on the outcome of your request.
1. Provide any records identifying who found or reported the substance, or at minimum whether this was a member of the public, a contractor, or law enforcement personnel.
The substance was discovered by a member of the public with legitimate access to the location who reported it to police.

2. Explain how the substance was recognised as potentially explosive prior to laboratory confirmation — e.g. visual characteristics, field tests, historical knowledge, or prior intelligence.
The substance was identified as potentially explosive through labelling and advice sought by reporter from a specialist hazardous waste company, thereafter confirmed by Explosive Ordnance Disposal/ Scottish Fire and Rescue Service.



3. Disclose any information, even if redacted, indicating the source or likely origin of the ammonium picrate.
It is assessed the origin is through the reporter’s parent’s employment/ background and the substance has been in situ for at least 35 years.

4. Confirm whether the area was tested, searched, or cleared following the incident, and what steps were taken to ensure no other material remained.
The location was searched and cleared, no other material remained, there is no ongoing risk to public safety.

5. Provide a clear explanation of how exemptions under Sections 34 and 35 were applied, including a full public interest test demonstrating how secrecy outweighs the community’s right to know.
Beyond the explanation provided to you in our response to FOI 25-3529, no further information is held.  Regulation 10(4)(a) of the Act therefore applies - A Scottish public authority may refuse to make environmental information available to the extent that it does not hold that information when an applicant’s request is received.
This point will be further addressed in the review of FOI 25-3529.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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