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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3760
Responded to:  02 December 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
1. The current statutory or working definition of “terrorism” that Police Scotland uses for operational, recording, investigative, and statistical purposes.
Police Scotland, in all circumstances, works under the definition of terrorism as per section 1 of the Terrorism Act 2000 as follows:
(1) In this Act “terrorism” means the use or threat of action where—
a) the action falls within subsection (2),
b) the use or threat is designed to influence the government [F1or an international governmental organisation] or to intimidate the public or a section of the public, and
c) the use or threat is made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious [F2, racial] or ideological cause.
(2) Action falls within this subsection if it—
a) involves serious violence against a person,
b) involves serious damage to property,
c) endangers a person’s life, other than that of the person committing the action,
d) creates a serious risk to the health or safety of the public or a section of the public, or
e) is designed seriously to interfere with or seriously to disrupt an electronic system.
(3) The use or threat of action falling within subsection (2) which involves the use of firearms or explosives is terrorism whether or not subsection (1)(b) is satisfied.
(4) In this section—
a) “action” includes action outside the United Kingdom,
b) a reference to any person or to property is a reference to any person, or to property, wherever situated,
c) a reference to the public includes a reference to the public of a country other than the United Kingdom, and
d) “the government” means the government of the United Kingdom, of a Part of the United Kingdom or of a country other than the United Kingdom.
(5) In this Act a reference to action taken for the purposes of terrorism includes a reference to action taken for the benefit of a proscribed organisation.

2. Copies of (or links to) any internal policy, guidance document, standard operating procedure, or training material that contains or explains Police Scotland’s definition of terrorism (redacted if necessary to remove personal data or genuinely sensitive operational detail).
Unfortunately, I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
To explain, every type of “document” outlined in your request would need to be manually reviewed for any mention of terrorism (or relevant description).

3. If Police Scotland uses a definition that differs from, or is in addition to, the statutory definition contained in section 1 of the Terrorism Act 2000 (as amended), please provide:
- the alternative or supplementary definition(s); and
- the legal or policy basis for using that definition.
As per the response to question 1, Police Scotland use the definition as outlined in the Terrorism Act 2000. 

4. Any document or record that shows when Police Scotland last reviewed or updated its working definition of terrorism (including any dates of review or amendment since 1 January 2015).
As Police Scotland use the definition outlined in the Terrorism Act 2000 there is no “working definition” to be reviewed.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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