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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-1900
Responded to:  25 June 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
Please provide the number of child sexual abuse (CSA) and child sexual exploitation (CSE) allegations/reports or cases that were referred to or assessed by any Independent Advisory Group (IAG) within your force for the purposes of advising on whether the case should proceed to charge and/or prosecution.
Please provide this information broken down by calendar year or financial year from 2000 to 2024 (or as far back as records permit).
If available, please also indicate:
1. Whether the IAG advice was formally recorded in case files or meeting minutes.
2. What proportion of CSA/CSE cases were referred to an IAG in each year.
3. The role or remit of IAGs in influencing charging/prosecution decisions in such cases.
Police Scotland do not refer reports or cases to Independent Advisory Groups for consultation regarding charge or prosecution decisions and, as such, the information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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