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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3229
Responded to:  8 October 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
For each of the 3 points listed below please provide breakdown by year –2022, 2023, 2024 and 2025. Please treat each year as a calendar year from Jan-Dec. For 2025 please use Jan-September inclusive. 
1) How many offences has your force recorded where the key term “Tinder” has been used? (ie where the term Tinder has been mentioned in the MO field of a crime report)?  
2) How many offences has your force recorded where the key term “Hinge” has been used? (ie where the term Hinge has been mentioned in the MO field of a crime report)?  
3) How many offences has your force recorded where the key term “Dating app” has been used? (ie where the term Dating app has been mentioned in the MO field of a crime report)?  
When providing the data, please can you specify the nature of the crime (eg. sexual assault) and whether it resulted in a charge (y/n) and whether it resulted in a conviction (y/n). 
If possible, please send the results in an excel format. Please format the table using columns for years, and rows for each question.  
I am aware of the limitations on your time and resources that can be applied for each FOI request. If you are able to do so within those constraints, could you also supply for each offence:
· The sex of the alleged victim.
· The age of the alleged victim (This can be divided into age ranges if easier, but should include under 18's as a category).
· Whether or not the accused had a previous conviction.

Unfortunately, I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
By way of explanation, for the period covered by your request, we are unable to collate data based on the presence of particular words/ phrases in the MO field of a crime report. 
As such, a case-by-case assessment would be required. ​
In relation to convictions, the information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.
Such data is held by the Crown Office & Prosecutor Fiscals Service (COPFS).  
To be of assistance, we may be able to provide the data listed at questions 1 – 3 for the period since 1 January 2024 only – due to the introduction of a new crime recording system.  We could provide data by crime classification and whether recorded/ detected. Detected crimes are those where an accused has been identified and there exists a sufficiency of evidence under Scots Law to justify consideration of criminal proceedings.
(It should be noted that any data we could provide would not be comparable with similar data from England as Police Scotland do not use Home Office crime classifications or crime outcome classifications.)
Age/ sex of linked parties will depend on the numbers involved but prior convictions would invariably invoke the section 12 cost provisions as we would have to cross refer the names of linked parties against the Scottish Criminal History System.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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