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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3945
Responded to:  16 December 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
1. Please provide any policies, operational guidance, enforcement criteria, or internal documents held by your force that relate to speed-enforcement thresholds for fixed, mobile, or average-speed cameras.
The information sought is held by Police Scotland, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the following exemptions apply: 
· Section 35(1)(a)&(b) - Law Enforcement 
Information is exempt information if its disclosure under the Act would substantially prejudice the prevention and detection of crime and the apprehension or prosecution of offenders by adversely impacting on the operational effectiveness of Police Scotland. Releasing enforcement thresholds may encourage road users to commit offences if they are aware of the thresholds in place.
Section 39 (1) – Health, Safety and the Environment 
Information is exempt information if its disclosure under the Act would be likely to endanger the physical health or safety of an individual.
Releasing enforcement thresholds may encourage road users to commit offences, thereby disclosure would, or would be likely to, endanger the physical or mental health or safety of an individual.
This is a non-absolute exemption and requires the application of the Public Interest Test.
Public Interest Test 
It can be suggested that public awareness and accountability would favour disclosure, given the information concerns the efficient and effective use of speed camera thresholds. 
That said, the need to ensure the use of safety camera thresholds in relation to the prevention and detection of crime, and the public safety considerations involved in the delivery of road safety measures, both favour non-disclosure of the information sought.
On balance, it is considered that the public interest in disclosing specifically speed camera thresholds is outweighed by the likely negative consequences to law enforcement. 

2. Specifically, please state whether your force adheres to the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) speed-tolerance guidance (often described as “10% + 2 mph”) or any alternative thresholds used for the purpose of determining when enforcement action is initiated.
Police Scotland does not adhere to the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) speed-tolerance guidance.

3. If exact thresholds are not disclosed to the public for operational reasons, please confirm whether this information is held and, if so, whether the force follows NPCC guidance, uses a different internal tolerance, or enforces strictly at the posted speed limit
Police Scotland maintains speed thresholds based on the Lord Advocate’s Guidelines. However, if there are particular road safety issues, the guidelines allow for downward variation of thresholds by local agreement between the Chief Constable and Area Procurator Fiscal.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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