




OFFICIAL SENSITIVE: POLICE ONLY 

065-007                                             OFFICIAL SENSITIVE: POLICE ONLY      V5-A0918 

Smoke Devices  Inside Stadium 

  Home  Away  Neutral 

  Outside Stadium 

  Home  Away  Neutral 

 Total number of Smoke Devices       

Other Devices  Inside Stadium 

e.g. Thunderflash, Firework 
etc. 

 Home  Away  Neutral 

  Outside Stadium 

  Home  Away  Neutral 

 Total number of other Devices       

Any other relevant 
information regarding any 
pyrotechnics e.g. 
manufacturer, country of 
origin etc. 

  

Weapons No 

Type of Weapon       

Organised or Pre-planned 
(disorder) 

Yes 

Disorder involving non risk 
supporter(s) / Neutral 
(Specify Team) 

Yes 

Inappropriate Chanting No 

Type of Chanting  Racist  Indecent  Sectarian  Offensive 

 

Nature and extent of 
Chanting to include song 
names, number of times 
sung and estimate of how 
many supporters involved. 
See guidance notes below. 
Including which team 
supported if known.  

      

Hate Crime No   

Type of Hate Crime  Disability  Race  Sexual Orientation 

  Gender Identity  Religion  LGBT+ 

Supporter drug 
usage/abuse 

Yes 

 

S35(1)(a)&(b)

S31(1), S35(1)(a)&(b)
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The information in this report is used to facilitate accurate analysis of the full extent of 
football related disorder across Scotland, a level of uniformity in the information being 
provided is required. This will ensure greater validity of the assessment and will provide a 
truer reflection of trends relating to football disorder. 

Criteria 

The criteria for any incidents that should be reported are defined as follows: 

 Any incident involving supporters attempting to or actually confronting rival 
supporters/police officers before, during or after a football match. 

 Any incident involving supporters which has substantially impacted on members of 
the public, licensed premises or communities in the vicinity of a football stadium. 

 Any incident involving violence, disorder, anti-social behaviour or hate crime.  

 Any incident on a non-match day where supporters have gathered and have 
become involved in an incident which has resulted in public disorder or disturbed 
the general peace. 

 Any other incident involving supporters not covered by the above that has resulted 
in the deployment of police resources and is required to be reported to increase 
awareness among other local policing areas or external police forces. 

 Any of the above Incidents mentioned by British Transport Police. 

Crime recording 

In line with the Scottish Crime Recording Standard, an incident will be recorded as a crime 
if,  

 the circumstances amount to a crime defined by Scots Law or an offence under 
statute, and  

 there is no credible evidence to the contrary. 

 
 
 

Weapons 

There is a need to show a difference between the premeditated and the spontaneous use 
of all weapons. Incidents involving offensive weapons, such as knives, being carried 
unlawfully by supporters need to be distinguished from those involving the spontaneous 
use of weapons in disorder such as glass and bricks. If the weapon(s) used is known this 
needs to be stated in the incident report. 

Inappropriate Chanting 

There is a requirement to quantify the nature and extent of inappropriate chanting, not just 
the fact that such chanting has taken place.  This will require the policing operation to 
include provision for collecting this information via the match log / STORM incident / 
debrief forms. Estimate how many supporters involved, e.g.  small number of individuals, 
section of stand, whole stand etc. 

Hate Crime 

Please refer to the  

Organised / Pre-planned disorder 

S35(1)(a)&(b)
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Any disorder where mobile phones, have been used to orchestrate violence or where it is 
felt that the incident was not spontaneous should be made clear in the submitted report. 
Any occurrence where social media sites or pre-match intelligence indicated potential 
disorder which then materialised should also be included. 

Location of disorder 

The location of disorder must be identified to assist in the identification and analysis of 
potential ‘hot spots’. The location of public houses featured will also assist in the analysis 
and operational planning of future policing operations. For example those in close 
proximity to railway stations have previously featured in incidents of disorder. 

Disorder Involving Non Risk Supporters / Local Persons 

A distinction should always be made between risk supporters and non risk supporters. It 
should be made clear if risk supporters have attacked either non risk supporters or local 
persons, rather than engaging in disorder with their rival groups. On the rare occasions 
that non risk supporters become involved in disorder, this should also be made clear. 

Supporter Drug usage / Abuse 

Any incidents involving supporters using drugs in or around football stadia or in connection 
with any football related offences should be reported. The type of drug used should be 
included. 

Player / Club / Match Official Behaviour 

Recent analysis has identified that player / club official behaviour has had a direct 
influence on the behaviour of the crowd. Several high profile incidents where playing / 
coaching staff have incited the crowd leading to disorder have highlighted this issue. 
Actions of players or incidents on the pitch that lead directly or indirectly to disorder should 
be reported. Additionally incidents involving match officials that have affected crowd 
dynamics should be incorporated in the report. 

 
 

Ticketing Issues (Counterfeit, Unauthorised Sales, Stolen) 

Any issues regarding the use of counterfeit, unauthorised sales or stolen tickets at football 
matches should be reported. If this has contributed to disorder this must be included, for 
example, supporters sitting in the wrong area of the stadium. 

Number of Arrests / Attacks on Police 

If officers are attacked it should be included in the report together with details of the 
resulting police action and tactics used i.e. batons, Pava spray, horses etc. Numbers of 
persons arrested/Charged during an incident must always be submitted. 

Associations with other risk groups 

All identified affiliations between risk supporter groups based in the UK and those 
identified between UK risk supporters and their counterparts overseas should be reported. 

 




