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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2045
Responded to:  14th August 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
I am requesting the following information held by Police Scotland regarding alleged or confirmed incidents of child abuse associated with Rangers Football Club or Ibrox Stadium:
1. Details of any investigations, whether ongoing or concluded, into allegations of historical or recent child abuse (sexual, physical, or otherwise) that took place at Ibrox Stadium or involved individuals affiliated with Rangers Football Club (e.g., employees, coaches, scouts, or volunteers) from 1970 to the present day. This should include:
· The number of such investigations.
· The dates or time periods covered by these investigations.
· The status of each investigation (e.g., ongoing, concluded, referred to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service).
· Any outcomes, such as arrests, charges, or convictions, where applicable.
2. Copies of any reports, summaries, or correspondence held by Police Scotland related to allegations or confirmed incidents of child abuse linked to Rangers Football Club or Ibrox Stadium, including but not limited to investigations involving former youth coach Gordon Neely or other named individuals associated with the club.
3. Information on whether Police Scotland received formal complaints or reports from Rangers Football Club or third parties regarding alleged child abuse incidents at Ibrox Stadium or involving club personnel, and if so, the dates and nature of those reports.
On the 24th of November 2016, Police Scotland began to receive reports of information relating to child sexual abuse within football, following national media coverage.
As a result, the National Child Abuse Investigation Unit was appointed to co-ordinate the reports made.
Police Scotland has, since that date, held meetings with both the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) and the Scottish Football Association (SFA) to ensure the coordination of these reports are undertaken in the correct and timely manner to enable Police Scotland to fully investigate reports of child sexual abuse.
A Major Investigation commenced in January 2017 led by the National Child Abuse Investigation Unit to ensure the investigative response was victim centred, and perpetrator focused. This investigation was resourced by staff from the National Child Abuse Investigation Unit, supported by resources from across Local Policing.
I can confirm that Police Scotland holds information of relevance to your request, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of Section 16(1) of the Act, on the basis that the following exemptions apply:
· Section 34(1)(b) – Investigations
Information is exempt if it is held for the purposes of an investigation which may lead to a decision to report the circumstances to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service to enable a determination on whether criminal proceedings should be instigated.
· Section 35(1)(a)&(b) – Law Enforcement
Disclosure would prejudice substantially the ability of the police to investigate and detect crime and would have a similar detrimental impact on the apprehension or prosecution of offenders.
· Section 39(1) – Health, Safety and the Environment
Disclosure would endanger the physical or mental health or the safety of an individual.
All of these exemptions require the application of the public interest test.
I wholly acknowledge that public awareness may favour disclosure as it would contribute to the public debate surrounding the police handling of the enquiry.
Nevertheless, the efficient and effective conduct of the service and public safety favours retention of the information as it cannot be in the public interest to release information that would prejudice law enforcement.
Disclosure could lead to a situation whereby the ability of Police Scotland to effectively investigate serious crime is compromised as a result of individuals being less willing to engage with the process for fear that the details will emerge publicly.
Disclosure generally will undoubtedly bring unwanted attention to those involved as witnesses who make statements with an expectation of confidentiality.
Information about investigations will only ever be disclosed by Police Scotland where there are overwhelming public interest considerations favouring disclosure.
I can find no corresponding argument in favour of disclosure and accordingly it is assessed that the public interest lies firmly in refusing disclosure.
· Section 38(1)(b) – Personal Data
Personal data is defined in Article 4 of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) as:
‘Information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (“data subject”); an identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person’
Section 38(2A) of the Act provides that personal data is exempt from disclosure where disclosure would contravene any of the data protection principles set out at Article 5(1) of the GDPR which states that:
‘Personal data shall be processed lawfully, fairly and in a transparent manner in relation to the data subject’
Article 6 of the GDPR goes on to state that processing shall be lawful only if certain conditions are met.
The only potentially applicable condition is set out at Article 6(1)(f) which states: ‘Processing is necessary for the purposes of the legitimate interests pursued by the controller or by a third party, except where such interests are overridden by the interests or fundamental rights and freedoms of the data subject which require protection of personal data.
Whilst I accept that you may have a legitimate interest with regards the disclosure, I am nonetheless of the view that those interests are overridden by the interests or fundamental rights and freedoms of the data subject(s).
Accordingly, it is my view that disclosure of the requested information would be unlawful.

4. Any communications between Police Scotland and the Scottish Football Association (SFA), the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry, or other relevant bodies regarding child abuse allegations connected to Rangers Football Club or Ibrox Stadium.
Unfortunately, I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
By way of explanation, there is no central recording system for all correspondence sent between Police Scotland staff and the Scottish Football Association (SFA) in relation to child abuse allegations connected to Rangers Football Club or Ibrox Stadium. 
As explained above, this investigation was carried out by resources across Local Policing and also by staff from the National Child Abuse Investigation Unit.
To allow us to accurately respond to this part of your request, we would need to identify all those involved in the investigation and thereafter conduct research across all emails, files, documents etc. held by each of those staff members to establish whether they held correspondence, and whether it directly related to Rangers Football Club or Ibrox Stadium.
I can confirm that Minutes of Meetings are held in which representatives from the SFA were present however following a review of these, they are not specific to Rangers Football Club or Ibrox Stadium.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only.
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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