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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2417
Responded to:  2nd September 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
I wish to make a Freedom of Information Request for the number of Police Officers in each division of Police Scotland on the 1st of April in 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 & 2025.
With a breakdown of each division & year.
For the number of police officers in each division of Police Scotland for 2017 to 2025, the information sought is held by Police Scotland, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the section 25(1) exemption applies:
“Information which the applicant can reasonably obtain other than by requesting it […] is exempt information”.
The information sought is publicly available on the Police Scotland website below:
Police Scotland Officer Numbers - Police Scotland​ 
Additionally, for the number of police officers (FTE) in each division of Police Scotland as of 31 March for 2015 and 2016, please refer to the table below:
	Division
	2015 FTE
	2016 FTE

	A Division
	1019.46
	1094.21

	D Division
	923.23
	918.49

	N Division
	623.30
	627.42

	C Division
	617.93
	623.89

	E Division
	1139.99
	1132.72

	J Division
	885.98
	888.92

	P Division
	789.78
	779.03

	G Division
	2678.35
	2689.06

	K Division
	652.15
	661.84

	L Division
	537.72
	556.93

	Q Division
	1445.45
	1431.88

	U Division
	828.40
	818.15

	V Division
	342.59
	347.17

	B Division
	57.50
	0.00

	Contact Command Control Division
	394.07
	382.64

	Corporate Services Division
	645.66
	672.83

	Criminal Justice Division
	85.21
	66.98

	Custody Division
	255.68
	255.93

	Licensing Violence Reduction Division 
	195.81
	188.04

	Operational Support Division
	1425.83
	1421.56

	Scottish Police Authority
	2.00
	2.00

	Specialist Crime Division 
	1743.21
	1753.95


* Please note that some of the divisions included are historical and are therefore no longer in use – for example, B Division, Custody Division and Licensing Violence Reduction Division.
The number of police officers in each division of Police Scotland in 2013 to 2014 is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.
By way of explanation, although Police Scotland was formed on 1 of April 2013, work to move systems into one place was not completed by this time.
On current systems, National structures were not in place until late 2017 – therefore, data can only be provided from year end 2015 onwards. 
To be of assistance, data regarding the number of officers more generally is available online:
Crime and Justice Publications - Police Strength Statistics for Scotland
If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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