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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3842
Responded to:  09 December 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
I am making this request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
From all arrests in the calendar year 2024 recorded by Police Scotland, where either of the following offences is recorded on the custody record (whether as the main or a secondary offence):
-       Section 127(1) Communications Act 2003
-       Section 1 Malicious Communications Act 1988
please select up to 40 arrests using a neutral method (for example, a simple random selection or, if that is not practicable, the first 40 eligible arrests by date in 2024).
For each arrest in that sample, please provide:
1.     An anonymised reference (e.g. A1, A2, A3 etc.)
2.     The date of the arrest (month and year only, e.g. May 2024)
3.     Which of the above offences is recorded (s.127(1) Communications Act 2003, s.1 Malicious Communications Act 1988, or both)
4.     The existing short “offence summary” / “crime summary” / “custody record description” / “modus operandi (MO)” text (or equivalent field) that describes the communication or conduct
In reference to Malicious Communications Act 1988, this act does not extend to Scotland. Therefore, the information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act applies. 
Crimes in Scotland are recorded in accordance with the Scottish Government Justice Department offence classification codes, many of which cover more than one piece of legislation.  For example, the offence set out at s127 of the Communications (Scotland) Act 2003 is covered by the following offence classification codes:

- 'Communications Act 2003 (sexual)'
- 'General post office/ telecommunications offences' (which covers non-sexual content)
Whilst the first classification is specific to section 127 offences, the second includes a number of other offences set out in different legislation including the Mobile Telephones Act 2002, the Post Office Act 1953, the Postal Services Act 2000 and the Telecommunications Act 1984.
Recorded and detected crime statistics in relation to all communication related offences can be found on our website: How we are performing - Police Scotland​
Can I suggest that you resubmit your request seeking detected crime data in relation to one or both of these classifications, including the date recorded and the MO details.​

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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