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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 24-1233
Responded to:  29 May 2024


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
To provide some general context, Police Scotland defines a hate incident as ‘any incident which is perceived by the victim or any other person to be motivated (wholly or partly) by malice and ill-will towards a social group but which does not constitute a criminal offence.’
Police Scotland defines a hate crime as, ‘any crime which is perceived by the victim or any other person, to be motivated (wholly or partly) by malice and ill-will towards a social group.’
Social groups are identified in accordance with the Lord Advocates guidelines on Aggravations of Offences against Prejudice i.e. race, sexual orientation, religion/faith, disability or transgender identity.
(1) How many Police Scotland officers have attended a voluntary hate crime workshop since 1 January 2024? 
875 officers attended voluntary workshops since they commenced on 5th February 2024.
(2) Can you outline how many officers act as hate crime advisors? 
There is a cadre of around 80 hate crime advisors, with a further 450 hate crime champions to support colleagues. Tailored training was also delivered to Contact, Command and Control (C3), officers and staff.
(3)	Can you outline the criteria for officers to be chosen as hate crime advisors? 
Hate Crime Advisors are either trained due to the role they are carrying out which is beneficial for them to have this additional training, or they are volunteers from our frontline teams who are interested in this additional skillset.  

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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