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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3122
Responded to:  24th October 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
How many e-bikes and e-scooters have been confiscated/seized by Police Scotland over the past three financial years and so far this financial year. Please provide a breakdown of the stats by divisional area.
The table below details the number of e-bikes and e-scooters that have been seized by Police Scotland broken down by divisional area over the last three years to the 25th of September 2025, inclusive:
	Vehicle Type 
	[bookmark: _Hlk210691106]Police Scotland Division
	2022
	2023
	2024
	2025

	





E-Bike

	A – North East
	9
	2
	15
	77

	
	C – Forth Valley
	0
	1
	2
	8

	
	D – Tayside
	1
	0
	11
	19

	
	E – Edinburgh City
	5
	9
	31
	49

	
	G – Greater Glasgow
	10
	43
	183
	207

	
	J – The Lothians & Scottish Borders
	1
	3
	6
	10

	
	K - Renfrewshire & Inverclyde
	0
	0
	6
	2

	
	L – Argyll & West Dunbartonshire
	0
	4
	8
	6

	
	N – Highlands & Islands
	0
	0
	2
	5

	
	P – Fife
	2
	1
	1
	10

	
	Q – Lanarkshire
	1
	3
	3
	41

	
	U – Ayrshire
	0
	3
	3
	15

	
	V – Dumfries & Galloway
	0
	0
	1
	3

	Total
	29
	69
	272
	452

	





E-Scooter
	A – North East
	1
	4
	4
	21

	
	C – Forth Valley
	1
	1
	3
	1

	
	D – Tayside
	5
	2
	6
	9

	
	E – Edinburgh City
	8
	6
	18
	19

	
	G – Greater Glasgow
	3
	13
	28
	41

	
	J – The Lothians & Scottish Borders
	2
	0
	8
	6

	
	K - Renfrewshire & Inverclyde
	0
	0
	1
	2

	
	L – Argyll & West Dunbartonshire
	3
	0
	3
	0

	
	N – Highlands & Islands
	0
	0
	1
	0

	
	P – Fife
	2
	1
	0
	2

	
	Q – Lanarkshire
	2
	3
	4
	7

	
	U – Ayrshire
	0
	0
	6
	3

	
	V – Dumfries & Galloway
	0
	0
	0
	4

	Total 
	27
	30
	82
	115



Please provide details for each separate year on reasons for seizures, i.e. uninsured, antisocial use etc.
The table below details the reason for removal for those e-bikes and e-scooters that were seized by Police Scotland, inclusive:
	Vehicle Type
	Removal Reason
	2022 
	2023
	2024
	2025

	

E-Bike
	Uninsured (Scotland)
	23
	42
	167
	275

	
	Unlicensed (Scotland)
	1
	0
	5
	3

	
	Uninsured & Unlicensed (Scotland)
	5
	22
	97
	173

	
	Antisocial Use (Scotland)
	0
	5
	3
	1

	

E-Scooter
	Uninsured (Scotland)
	20
	10
	53
	79

	
	Unlicensed (Scotland)
	1
	1
	1
	1

	
	Uninsured & Unlicensed (Scotland)
	4
	13
	27
	35

	
	Antisocial Use (Scotland)
	2
	6
	1
	0


In this instance, it is important to note that Police Scotland seize vehicles, including e-bikes and e-scooters, for two reasons only: S165A of the Road Traffic Act 1988 (not having a driving license and/or insurance), and the Antisocial Behaviour (Scotland) Act. 
Therefore, a Freedom of Information (FOI) request pertaining to just ‘seized vehicles’ should include data based only on those two pieces of legislation. 
However, FOI requests made in relation to vehicles seized for ‘theft’, ‘road traffic offence’, or more general ‘illegal’ reasons will include additional data based on the relevant categories of recovery.
As such, Police Scotland recover vehicles for: S99 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (abandoned, obstructing, dangerous and/or broken-down vehicles), Common Law (Scotland) (criminal investigations – i.e. scenes of crime examinations), and the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (removal of prisoner’s vehicles and vehicles not on a road) for example. 
To be of assistance, I can refer you to this FOI response from June 2025 on illegal e-bike statistics specifically. In this case, the figures provided for 2022, 2023, and 2024 are higher because – as explained above – the compiled data included e-bikes taken for seizure and applicable recovery reasons (Section 99, Common Law, and Civic Government):
FOI 25-1929 (RTC & Seizure Stats - E-Bikes - 5 yrs) - Police Scotland


Additionally, you may also be interested in this FOI response from July 2025 on e-bike statistics as the data includes all e-bikes confiscated for seizure as well as additional recovery reasons (e.g. stolen and serious crime etc.), hence the even higher figures for 2023 and 2024:
FOI 25-2165 (Vehicle Seizure Stats - E-Bikes - 2023 TD) - Police Scotland


If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
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Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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