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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3259
Responded to:  05 December 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
We kindly request access to daily-level data on ASB incidents, crimes, and related police and court outcomes for the period 2002 to 2025.
We asked for clarification of the request, and you confirmed:
We are requesting data on hate crimes only, not anti-social behaviour (ASB) incidents. We would appreciate receiving the data broken down at the Scotland level, by hate crime aggravator (e.g., race, religion, sexual orientation, etc.) as well as overall daily totals for all hate crimes
To provide some general context, Police Scotland defines a hate crime as, ‘Any crime motivated wholly or partly by malice and ill will (hostility or prejudice) based on one or more actual or perceived characteristics.’
Both of the following two principles must apply for a hate crime to be recorded – 
1. The actions of any alleged perpetrators must amount to a crime defined by law in Scottish Crime Recording Standard (SCRS) rules.
1. There must be evidence that the crime was motivated by malice and ill will (hostility or prejudice) towards a characteristic protected by legislation. Assessment of the offender’s behaviour before, during or after the incident will provide evidence of the malice and ill will (hostility or prejudice). 
A person does not have to be a member of the characteristic group to be a victim of a hate crime. 
You may be interested in our Responding to Hate Standard Operating Procedure (SOP).
In response to your request, please see attached Spreadsheet.
The data is split between two systems - iVPD and UNIFI.  UNIFI covers the latter period from 1st April 2024 and coincides with the coming into force of the Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Act 2021.
Due to the different sources of data and different methodology/ counting rules, comparison of recorded hates crimes from 1st April 2024 with recorded hate crimes prior to 1st April 2024 would not be advised.  Any comparison of the two datasets should be carried out with caution.
· Tab 1 details all recorded Hate Crimes on iVPD for period 01/04/2014-31/03/2024.
· Tab 2 details all recorded Hate Crimes grouped by Aggravator on iVPD for period 01/04/2014-31/03/2024.
· Tab 3 details all recorded Hate Crimes on UNIFI for period 01/04/2024-30/09/2025.
· Tab 4 details all recorded Hate Crimes grouped by Aggravator on UNIFI for period 01/04/2024-30/09/2025.
Please note, as there can be multiple Aggravators attached to a Hate Crime, the total number of Aggravators will not reflect the number of unique Hate Crimes.
As per Police Scotland’s Record Retention SOP, data prior to 1st April 2014 is no longer held and as such, section 17 of the Act therefore applies.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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