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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 24-1998
Responded to:  11 September 2024


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
I am contacting you to request the following information regarding stray dogs.
1) How many stray dogs entered police kennels for each year between 1st January 2019 and 31st December 2023, including by breed.
2) Broken down by year 2019,2020,2021,2022,2023 (calendar years) 
2a)How many of these were reclaimed by their owners?
Unfortunately, I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
By way of explanation, there is no way to differentiate between stray dogs or those that are lost.
There is also no incident classification specific to stray dogs, this could be recorded as ‘animal’ incident, ‘lost/ found property’ or ‘assisting member of the public’, all of which would have to be individually assessed for relevance. 

2b) How many were adopted from the pound?
2c)How many went to an animal rescue? Please provide a breakdown in numbers per year for each rescue used 2d)How many were euthanized?
2e)What happened to any remaining dogs that did not fall into above categories?
2f)How many dogs were chipped?
2g)How many were chipped with owners details up to date?
I regret to inform you that the information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.
By way of explanation, once a dog has been seized, Police Scotland take no further part in its care. 
Licensed kennels are based across Scotland and Police Scotland utilise the nearest kennel facility to where the dog has been seized. 
[bookmark: _Hlk176518719]Individual local authorities license the kennelling facilities that are used by Police Scotland for stray and dangerous dogs and therefore they are responsible for all aspects of the dog’s welfare and care. 

3a) For each year (2019-2023)could you please tell me the total number of w.t.e (whole time equivalent) police dog handlers you employ?
I can confirm, as of 30th June 2024 there are 65 Police Dog Handlers. 
I can also advise the following figures for previous years:
2019/2020 – 68
2020/2021 – 65
2021/2022 – 68
2022/2023 – 61
2023/2024 – 63 

3b) please detail whether the kennel services are delivered in house or  via a contract with an external provider could you please confirm the provider.
4) Please provide the first part of the postcode of the holding kennels ( the details are for geographical spatial mapping and so exact address is not required)
I regret to inform you that the information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.
As previously advised, licensed kennels are based across Scotland and Police Scotland utilise the nearest kennel facility to where the dog has been seized. Individual local authorities license the kennelling facilities.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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