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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3429
Responded to:  31 October 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
How many horses do Police Scotland currently own and how old are they? 
Police Scotland currently has 21 Horses in the Mounted Unit aged as follows (in years):
	Age of Horse
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	19
	20

	Number of Horses
	1
	3
	2
	3
	2
	1
	1
	1
	2
	3
	1
	1



How long is the minimum training regimen for horses before they can begin working in public?
There is no minimum, all horses learn and develop at their own pace.

Does Police Scotland use electroshock, choke collars, or prong collars?
Police Scotland do not use any of these methods.

How are horses prepared for public demonstrations? What training scenarios are used? (E.G. practice demonstrations with fake protestors, road riding practice on quiet roads, exposing horses to sudden loud noises etc.)
The horses are all trained and exposed to what they will face in public in a training environment, before they are gradually exposed to it in real life scenarios.

What standards are used to decide if a horse is ready for public work?
Specifically trained officers are responsible for training horses and deciding when they are ready to deploy.

How regularly are review sessions required, as in the officer displaying to an assessor/s that they are able to safely control their animal?
All mounted officers are recertified annually. There are also weekly mandatory training sessions and a minimum number of training days that need to be achieved each year.

Are horses assigned to one rider, or do mounted officers use different horses on different days?
Each horse does have an allocated rider; however, horses are not assigned to any specific officer for the time they are in the department and they can be ridden by any officer.

What training do officers receive on controlling a runaway horse? How often is this reviewed?
As above, training is ongoing and regular for all mounted officers.

How many incidents of a rider being dismounted have occurred in the last five years? (Inclusive of 2020)
There was one incident of this nature in which a horse lost its footing on a slippery surface.

How many months public order training must an officer undergo before joining the mounted unit?
There is no minimum.  As previously advised, training is continuous to ensure safe deployment.

How many horses in police ownership have been put down in the last five years? (Inclusive of 2020)
One.



What mental health screenings must an officer undertake in order to assure they will be able to safely control a horse before joining the mounted unit? How often are these reviewed?
None, police officers pass vetting and are appropriately trained.

What is the approximate size of the stalls and paddocks used for police scotland horses?
Police Scotland has 70 acres of land split into 10 paddocks. The stables vary in size however they are approximately 3m x 6m.

What has been the annual budget of the mounted unit in the last 5 years? (Inclusive of 2020) 
Can you please provide a breakdown of that budget?
The information sought is detailed in the table below.

Do police scotland breed horses for use in the mounted division?
No.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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What has been the annual budget of the mounted unit in the last 5 years? (Inclusive of 2020) 
Can you please provide a breakdown of that budget?
	Category
	2020/21
	2021/22
	2022/23
	2023/24
	2024/25
	2025/26
	 Total 

	Police Officer Costs
	1,120,564 
	1,110,211 
	1,181,243 
	1,316,374 
	1,495,727 
	1,617,656 
	7,841,776 

	Police Staff Costs
	 370,779 
	373,119 
	399,247 
	431,542 
	403,287 
	412,498 
	2,390,472 

	Other Employee Costs
	1,700 
	1,700 
	1,700 
	5,300 
	3,500 
	4,500 
	18,400 

	Admin Costs
	340 
	350 
	400 
	380 
	380 
	400 
	2,250 

	Supplies & Services
	147,250 
	144,250 
	162,750 
	148,880 
	182,950 
	168,630 
	954,710 

	Transport Related Costs
	38,850 
	35,840 
	32,190 
	33,030 
	33,890 
	28,960 
	202,760 

	Other Income
	-1,000 
	-2,000 
	0
	0
	0
	0
	-3,000 

	Grand Total
	1,678,483 
	1,663,470 
	1,777,530 
	1,935,507 
	2,119,734 
	2,232,644 
	11,407,368 
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