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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-0873
Responded to:  10 April 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
I am particularly interested in the scheme adjacent to the Flow Country Heritage site in Caithness. What was the involvement of the Scottish Police Service in developing an emergency response plan for this development?
The information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.
To explain, Police Scotland are partners in preparing plans to deal with large scale off-site emergencies at sites designated as requiring such plans under the Control of Major Accident Hazards (COMAH) legislation. Under this legislation, off site plans are the direct responsibility of Local Authorities. At this time Police Scotland are not aware of any specific COMAH off-site plans for BESS sites in Caithness or elsewhere in Scotland.  
The response of Police Scotland to Major Incidents such as large-scale fires or explosions at Battery Electric Storage Sites (BESS) is guided by the Joint Emergency Services Interoperability Protocols (JESIP). In such incidents Police Scotland would work in partnership with other Civil Contingencies Act (2004) categorised responders including, but not limited to, Industry groups, Scottish Fire and Rescue Service, Scottish Ambulance Service, Local Authorities, NHS groups, the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency, Met Office to assess and mitigate impacts and consequences of any incident, commensurate with the causes.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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