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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (SCOTLAND) ACT 2002  
 
I refer to your recent request for information which has been handled in accordance with 
the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. 
 
For ease of reference, your request has been summarised below together with the 
response. 
 
Can you please tell me how many threat to life warnings, personal safety advice 
notices and threat to life disruptions notices have been issued in the following 
periods ;  
 

- January 1 to December 31 2021?  

- January 1 to December 31 2020?  
 
The police have an obligation to take all reasonable steps to protect the lives of people 
where there is a “real and immediate” risk to them from the criminal acts of another.  
 
To clarify further, such incidents which are classed as being a ‘real and immediate’ risk; 
and where the serving of notices is deemed appropriate are documented, for example: 
 

 Threat to life warning notice – Would be considered for issue to a potential “victim” 
where it is assessed there is credible intelligence that there is a viable threat to that 
person’s life. 
 

 Personal safety advice warning notice – Would be considered where it is assessed 
there is credible intelligence that a person may be at risk of personal injury. 

 

 Disruption notice and Disruption Interview Notices – Would be considered for issue 
to potential perpetrators where there is credible intelligence that persons may be 
involved in a criminal act. 

 
I have interpreted your request as relating to Threat to Life (TTL) warning notices, i.e.  
when intelligence exists that there is a viable threat to life.   
 
For absolute clarity on this matter, TTL Warning Notices and Personal Safety Advice 
Warning Notices are only issued to potential victims who have been fully identified.  
 
Having examined the type and number of warnings notified to the National Intelligence 
Bureau per the Threat to Life Standard Operating Procedure I can confirm the total 
number issued in each of the full calendar years 2020 and 2021 is as follows: 
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Should you require any further assistance please contact Information Management - 
Highland & Islands Divisional Headquarters on 01463 720508, quoting the reference 
number given. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the way in which Police Scotland has dealt with your request, you 
are entitled, in the first instance, to request a review of our actions and decisions.   
 
Your request must specify the matter which gives rise to your dissatisfaction and it must be 
submitted within 40 working days of receiving this response - either by email to 
foi@scotland.pnn.police.uk or by post to Information Management (Disclosure), Police 
Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH. 
 
If you remain dissatisfied following the outcome of that review, you are thereafter entitled to 
apply to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner within six months for a decision.  
You can apply online, by email to enquiries@itspublicknowledge.info or by post to Office of 
the Scottish Information Commissioner, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, 
Fife, KY16 9DS. 
 
Should you wish to appeal against the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner's 
decision, there is an appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
 
As part of our commitment to demonstrate openness and transparency in respect of the 
information we hold, an anonymised version of this response will be posted to the Police 
Scotland Freedom of Information Disclosure Log in seven days' time. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Threat to Life 

Warnings 

Personal Safety Advice 

Notice 

Threat to Life 

Disruption Notice 

2020 18 161 186 

2021 20 152 165 
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