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	Speeding
Standard Operating Procedure


	This SOP provides clear direction and procedural instruction to provide a consistency of response in accordance with force policy, however it is recognised that policing is a dynamic profession and the standard response may not be appropriate in every circumstance. In every situation, your decisions and actions should be supported by the National Decision Model and based on the values and ethics of Police Scotland. You may be expected to provide a clear and reasonable rationale for any decision or action which you take.

	Notice:

This document has been made available through the Police Service of Scotland Freedom of Information Publication Scheme. It should not be utilised as guidance or instruction by any police officer or employee as it may have been redacted due to legal exemptions


	Owning Department:
	Road Policing

	Version Number:
	8.00 (Publication Scheme)

	Date Published:
	08/03/2021


1. Purpose/Scope
This Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) supports the following Police Service of Scotland, hereafter referred to as Police Scotland, Policy for Road Policing.

This SOP aims to record the guidelines and operational procedures that require to be adhered to by officers who use speed detection equipment and to give police officers and staff guidance on the use of the various speed detection devices in operational use.

2. Speed Detection – Hand Held
Officers are not permitted to operate speed detection without completing the appropriate training for the device. 
TXI must be activated when the speed detection equipment is being operated as per Memo PS 046/13.

Training will be in accordance with the equipment manufacturers’ guidelines, the NPCC Guide for the Operational Use of Speed and Red Light Offence Detection Technology and Memo PS 046/13.
Hand Held Speed Enforcement on Motorways and Dual Carriageways
Given the Health and Safety risks and the availability of more detection methods, speed detection on motorways (and dual carriageways) must only be undertaken in exceptional circumstances i.e. speed complaint, collision hotspot and where other methods are not suitable. It must be authorised by the local Inspector after a Health and Safety Risk Assessment (Form 076-001) for Speed Site Checks has been completed and retained locally.
If suitable authorisation has been provided, hand held speed detection must not be undertaken on the hard shoulder but may be undertaken in the following locations:
· At the top of a slip road with suitable hard shoulder provision;

· From police observation platforms;

· From works areas/hard standings beyond the Armco barrier and

· Overbridges (only from within police vehicle).

3. Speed Detection – In-Car

Calibrated Speedometer
The subject vehicle must be in full line of sight throughout. The police vehicle must maintain an even distance from the subject vehicle. The distance measured must be no less than 2/10ths of a mile.
After detecting an offence, the speedometer will be checked for accuracy at the end of the tour of duty. The accuracy check will be carried out using either 

· A certified measured distance with a certified stopwatch, or

· A laser speed detection device (driver and laser operator).

The check will be carried out at 30 mph and 50mph or 60 mph. Any officers’ statement will refer to the accuracy check.

In-Car Distance / Time Device

This uses the equation: Speed = distance divided by time. This requires the operation of distance and time switches with a high level of accuracy. Full calibrations must be carried out:-
· On initial installation;

· Following removal and reinstatement;

· Following the fitment of new tyres and

· At weekly intervals.

Calibration must be carried out using the appropriate certified measured distance and recorded in the vehicle log book and officers notebook/mobile device.
An accuracy check will be carried out at the beginning and conclusion of a tour of duty when offenders are detected. This is a simple comparison between the vehicle speedometer and the time/distance device.

Officers tasked with Visual Average Speed Computer and Recorder (VASCAR) speed detection must calibrate the device at the beginning of the shift, providing a recent calibration for evidential purposes and reducing the number of police witnesses.

The statement will include reference to the accuracy check carried out by the officers and be accompanied by a form certifying the calibration checks prior to and after the date of the offence which requires to be signed by relevant officers.

Officers are not permitted to operate speed detection equipment without completing the appropriate training for the device. TXI must be activated when officers operate speed detection equipment as per Memo PS 046/013.

Training will be in accordance with equipment manufacturers’ guidelines and NPCC Guide for the Operational Use of Speed and Red Light Offence Detection Technology.

4. Enforcement Activity Criteria

Deployment of resources must prioritise sites which represent the greatest risk and should only be undertaken where considered necessary and in the interest of casualty reduction.

Any enforcement must be carried out in line with the enforcement thresholds contained within the Lord Advocates Guidelines to Police on the Operation of Police Conditional Offers of Fixed Penalty.
The thresholds contained within the LA guidance may be reduced from time to time in pursuance of local arrangements between police and procurators fiscal, so as to achieve increased and carefully targeted enforcement. Such agreements must specify the places, times and reasons for targeting. Action must not be taken in pursuance of such an agreement where the speed detected is less than 10% + 2 mph over the applicable limit. The normal thresholds for action are shown in black on the table; the speeds shaded in grey represent the thresholds which may be introduced by local arrangement

5. Key Contacts

For further information please contact Road Policing or email Information has been removed due to its content being exempt in terms of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, Section 30, Prejudice to effective conduct of public affairs.
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