

		

[image: Police Scotland Logo in black with "Police Scotland, Keeping People Safe, and Poileas Alba in text]
Armed Policing 
Policy
Notice:
This document has been made available through the Police Service of Scotland Freedom of Information Publication Scheme. It should not be utilised as guidance or instruction by any police officer or employee as it may have been redacted due to legal exemptions
Owning Department: Operational Support
Version Number: 4.00
Date Published: 11/10/2022

[bookmark: _Toc118317683]Armed Policing Policy
The Police Service of Scotland, (hereafter referred to as Police Scotland) recognises that an individual’s right to life and public safety is of paramount consideration when dealing with armed policing matters.
The issue of police firearms and the deployment of armed officers in their specialist role will at all times be carried out under rigorous standards of training, authorisation and robust operational command. This is achieved in accordance with the provisions of the Authorised Professional Practice (Armed Policing), the Armed Policing Operations SOP, and the College of Policing (2020) Code of Practice on Armed Policing and Police use of Less Lethal Weapons, as adopted by Police Scotland.
Police Scotland is committed to applying sound decision making methodology to ensure that any response requiring an armed policing deployment will be proportionate, legal, accountable, necessary, least intrusive and take cognisance of officer safety and the safety of the public.
Police Scotland also acknowledges the need to maintain public trust and confidence in the Service and, taking cognisance of our core values of Integrity, Fairness, Respect and Human Rights, and the need for transparency, this policy further supports the conventional deployment of armed officers to assist positive contribution to Local Policing and community priorities in an appropriate, effective and efficient manner.
Police Scotland is further committed to applying similar sound decision making methodology to ensure that any response to non-firearms related policing incidents by armed officers in a conventional mode, will be proportionate, legal, accountable, necessary, least intrusive and take cognisance of officer safety and the safety of the public.
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EqHIRA completion/review date:	11/10/2022
Information Management Compliant: 	Yes
Health and Safety Compliant: 	Yes
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	Version
	History of amendments
	Approval date

	1.00
	Initial Approved Version
	07/02/2014

	2.00
	Minor re-working as part of Policy review
	19/10/2016

	3.00
	Amended in line with change to Armed Policing deployment model
	22/11/2018

	4.00
	Amended in line with adoption of the College of Policing Code of Practice
	11/10/2022
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All Police Scotland service delivery Policies, Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) and National Guidance are subject to regular reviews. It is important that user feedback is considered when documents are reviewed. 
If any officer / staff member wishes to provide comment, or make suggestions for improvements to this or any associated document, a Service Delivery Policy and Procedure Feedback Form (Form 066-014) should be used.
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