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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-1154
Responded to:  10 October 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
Could you tell me how many young people aged 11-19 years have been found carrying a bladed weapon, by year, ie how many 11 year olds, how many 12 year olds etc over the past ten years, by year from 2015, please?
The Stop and Search Code of Practice and its associated recording methodology was implemented in May 2017. The information sought from May 2017 is held by Police Scotland, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the Section 25(1) exemption applies: “Information which the applicant can reasonably obtain other than by requesting it […] is exempt information”. The information sought is publicly available:
Data Publication - Police Scotland
With respect to incidents between January 2015 and May 2017, please see the table below for relevant data. 
Please note caveats below the table.  We would urge caution comparing these datasets, as the data across this short time period employs different systems/methodologies
Table: Stop and Search: Bladed weapon recovered searches by selected nominal age (11 to 19) and calendar year pre introduction of the Code of Practice
	Nominal Age
	2015
	2016
	2017:January to 10 May

	11 
	3
	2
	0

	12
	4
	4
	1

	13
	23
	7
	2

	14
	31
	12
	2

	15
	41
	14
	4

	16
	42
	20
	9

	17
	28
	23
	4

	18
	42
	13
	5

	19
	27
	14
	8

	Sub Total
	241
	109
	35


	All statistics are provisional and should be treated as management information. All data have been extracted from Police Scotland internal systems and are correct as at 8 August 2025. 


The data was extracted using the search date. 
A new national database was introduced midway through 2015. Data from June to December 2015 onwards only includes 'search' records but prior to this the data may also other records (e.g. seizures, refusals) and thus the data is not directly comparable.
Bladed weapons defined as any search where 'BLADED' was recorded in weapon found field.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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